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by Sara Uzel, AHCA President

A Heartfelt Thank-You, and  
a Long Look Forward

Dear neighbors,

As I assume the duties of Alcova Height Citizens Association president, I am 
eager to take on the many challenges and opportunities we face in our wonder-
ful community. But first, I look back over the many years of dedicated service of 
our former president, Marie Van Ness, and I know that equaling her accomplish-
ments, her energy, and her enthusiasm will be no small task.

In five years leading the ACHA board, Marie worked with amazing determina-
tion to bring the community together, through this newsletter, our bi-monthly 
association meetings, the community listserv, and, most importantly, by simply 
walking our streets and getting to know Alcova’s diverse residents. She spent 
late nights at county and civic federation meetings, representing our neighbor-
hood. She encouraged talented young people to join the association, and cajoled 
our wizened veterans to come back and lend their counsel. She was determined 
to see the daunting Neighborhood Conservation Plan project to its conclusion, 
and thanks to her insistence, we’re nearly there.

Marie is the model of a community leader: fair, gracious, hardworking, a good 
listener, and a caring friend. Her tireless efforts and inimitable style will be 
missed at the helm. But we know she will stay involved and be there for us 
when we need her. Thank you, Marie!

Planning Meeting

In January the newly elected AHCA Board committee chairs met to discuss our 
goals for the coming year. I was thrilled to see so many neighbors willing to step 
up to take on the association’s many responsibilities. Working through our long 
planning agenda, I felt part of a team of people that had diverse opinions but 
common goals for Alcova Heights. 

We talked about development, transportation, our communications, and our 
own governance, and came to the conclusion that we want to be a board whose 
primary mission is to facilitate the flow of information to and from our commu-
nity, giving our residents the tools they need to make decisions and take action 
on issues that are important to them. 

cont’d. on page 2
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cont’d. from page 1

Go Digital!
We’ve gotten a great response from 
neighbors who want to receive the news-
letter digitally. More than 100 house-
holds have signed up, which results in a 
significant drop in printing costs.

If you’ve signed up for digital-only and 
continue to receive hardcopies, please 
contact me at scotrhoff@verizon.net.

If you want to go digital-only, you can 
contact me at any time to be added to 
the electronic delivery list. You’ll be 
notified by email when each edition is 
available online. Newsletter PDFs will 
be posted to the Alcova Heights blog site, 
http://alcovaheights.com. You can also 
visit the site to see archives of previous 
newsletters, and if you fill out the short 
registration form, which is linked to on 
the About page, you can leave comments, 
post photos, share videos, etc.

NOTE: If you’re the kind of person 
who just likes to have a paper copy in 
their hands, that’s no problem.  You’ll 
continue to receive hardcopy until you 
tell us otherwise.

Finally, please be sure to patron-
ize our advertisers.  They are great 
locally owned neighborhood busi-
nesses, and their ads pay for newslet-
ter printing costs and underwrite many 
other Alcova Heights functions.

Thanks.
Scot Hoffman, Editor
scotrhoff@verizon.net

One of my personal goals this year is to bring 
more neighbors into the association to help out 
and share in the rewards of the work we do. I will 
first look at dividing some of the board’s larger 
responsibilities into smaller tasks, in the hope 
that more manageable assignments might entice 
residents to contribute at a level that suits their 
busy lives. Please keep an eye on the newsletter 
and the listserv for announcements about oppor-
tunities to help.

Join Us

And please come join us at the next AHCA meet-
ing on February 21 at the Baptist Church on 8th 
and Monroe. At this meeting we’ll hear from Ta-
kis Karantonis, executive director of the Colum-
bia Pike Revitalization Organization. He’ll give 
us an update on projects that are under way, like 
the Rosenthal site and the Brown’s Automotive 
site, and those that are in the planning phases.  

As many of you know, my family has lived in 
Alcova Heights for almost 20 years, and I have 
been involved in the association in one way or 
another for most of this time. I’m excited about 
this new chapter of my life in this wonderful 
neighborhood of ours and very much look for-
ward to meeting new neighbors and hearing your 
ideas about how to keep Alcova Heights the great 
place that it is.

Hope to see everyone at the meeting Thursday.

Sara
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Spotlight on a Neighbor: 
Marie Van Ness Has Helped Shape the Character of Alcova Heights

It’s fair to say that Alcova Heights would be a very differ-
ent place if Marie Van Ness hadn’t decided to move into 
her cozy Lincoln Street bungalow nearly 30 years ago. 
Over the intervening years, Marie has lent her passion and 
talent to engage neighbors in community governance, build 
relationships with county agencies, promote neighborhood 
improvement projects, and build community events that 
foster a sense of family among Alcova residents.

Now, after five busy years at the helm of 
the Alcova Heights Citizens Association 
(AHCA) Marie has decided to step down as 
president.

“The Job Is Never Dull”

Marie was first elected board president in 
2007 after serving as secretary and as head 
of the Neighborhood Watch Program. Under 
her leadership, the association made sig-
nificant strides in many areas, including the 
development and adoption of a new civic 
charter, the redrafting of a Neighborhood Conservation 
Plan, the addition of new sidewalks, and improved relations 
with the county government.

“The job is never dull,” she says.  She notes that the office 
has given her the opportunity to become involved in all 
aspects of the neighborhood, from planning special activi-
ties like the Summer Block Party and Halloween Party to 
interacting with the Arlington County government, coordi-
nating with other neighborhood citizens associations, and 
dealing with our federal government neighbors.
Marie says she’s truly enjoyed her tenure. 

“It has been a privilege to be AHCA president,” she de-
clares. “I want to thank all of the neighbors for their 
support and friendship. I particularly want to thank the 
dedicated work of the AHCA board, a wonderful team of 
neighbors to be a part of.”

Marie says she’s passing on the president position, but 
stands ready and willing to help out wherever she’s needed. 
Her advice to her replacement, Sara Uzel, is “pick your 
battles carefully, and to use all of the resources available to 
you, including the hidden talents and abilities of our neigh-
bors, to creatively meet the needs of our community.”

Long-time Neighbor and Proud Parent

Marie moved to Alcova Heights in 1984 and immediately 
knew she’d found the ideal neighborhood.

“Certain types of people gravitate here,” she says. “The 
spirit of the people is very accepting, caring, and non-pre-
tentious.”

In 1989, Marie started her own family, an-
swering a request seeking foster parents for 
unaccompanied refugee minors.  Soon after, 
she became the foster mother to her first 
daughter, Bong.  Marie’s second daughter, 
Anchalee, arrived in 1992.  Marie fostered 
the girls through their graduation from local 
Arlington high schools.

Bong and Anchalee have remained a big 
part of Marie’s life. Bong currently lives 
with her husband and daughter in Sterling, 
where she owns and runs a barbershop. An-

chalee also settled in the D.C. area, but will shortly move 
with her husband to California, where they plan to set up 
their own new business. 

Giving Back

Marie’s hard work and pleasant demeanor have won her 
many fans in the neighborhood and throughout the county.

“She’s put in countless hours helping to organize the work 
of the association and dealing with the county, and our en-
tire neighborhood has benefitted as a result,” notes longtime 
Alcova resident and former board president Larry Yungk. 
“And somehow, through it all, she’s remained cheerful, 
patient and neighborly.” 

But Marie’s long history of giving back to her community 
isn’t just limited to her service on the AHCA board.

She’s also a “lunch buddy” for a child at Randolph Elemen-
tary school, plays bridge with the residents of Cherrydale 
Rehabilitation Center, works as a lector at her church, vol-
unteers as an usher at Arena Stage, and works for various 
political campaigns.

“We have so much,” she notes.  “It seems only right that we 
should give some of it back to those in need.”

by Karen Osterloh
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Now that I’ve moved on from my position leading the Alcova Heights Citizen 
Association, it just wanted to take a small piece of newsletter space to publicly 
thank the many people who made my five years as president so memorable.

It was a privilege to serve as president, and I would not have been able to do the 
work if it had not been for the support of all the current and past Alcova Heights 
board members I worked with:  Sara Uzel, Mark Cole, Kelly Holly, David Saltiel,  
TJ Ball, Bill Rapp, Larry Yungk, Cliff Anckaitis, Mary Ann Orecchio, and Karl Veit.

I will be forever grateful for the contributions of Rhea and Steven Dola, Dellynn 
Periandri, Ellie Merica, Scot Hoffman, Jen Ebbert, Susi Lill, Lander Allin, Mark 
and Suzanne Manlove, Susan and Doug DuBois, Steve Schaible, Bob Dawson, 
Mike Rhode, Mike Kigin, Karen Osterloh, Jan Kennemer, Laurie Miller, all the 
volunteers who deliver the newsletter, and those who put out the signs for the 
meetings. Please forgive me if I’ve left anyone off the list.

You’ve all made invaluable contributions to the neighborhood, and it’s been my 
privilege to be a part of this wonderful group of neighbors.

I’ve enjoyed meeting all you over the years, and appreciated all your support 
and words of encouragement, often coming at times when there was a lot going 
on and when I really needed a pick-me-up.

I know you all will do the same for the new officers.

Best wishes,
Marie
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A Thank You from Marie
by Marie Van Ness

ALCOVA HEIGHTS LISTSERV: 
Get Connected

The Alcova Heights neighborhood listserv has 
reached 486 participants. If you’d like to stay cur-
rent with what’s happening in the neighborhood, 
subscribe today. Go to http://groups.yahoo.com/
group/Alcova_Heights and sign up using a Yahoo 
account, or simply send a message to Alcova_
Heights-subscribe@yahoogroups.com from the 
e-mail account you would like to sign up with.

You can choose to receive each listserv e-mail as it’s 
sent or a daily digest with all of the previous day’s 
communications. Get connected! Sign up today!

For people on the run . . .
living near Four Mile Run.
 
Yes! We teach piano in 
your home.
 
If you’ve ever dreamed of 
playing piano - now is the 
time - in the comfort of 
your own home. 

Accepting children and 
adults. 
 
Keyboard or piano needed 
for practice.
 
Register quarterly and 
receive one free lesson.

PIANO ON THE RUN

(703) 400-1814
PianoOnTheRun.com

pianoontherun@gmail.com
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First-Ever Columbia Pike Restaurant Week
The Columbia Pike Revitalization Organization (CPRO) is 
sponsoring the first annual Columbia Pike Restaurant Week 
from February 18 to 24. Fourteen Pike restaurants, both 
new and established, will be participating. Featured dinners 
will be $25 and lunches will be $10. Visit CPRO’s new Feed 
the Pike website (feedthepike.com) for more information.

Tee it Up for Wakefield H.S.
The Wakefield High School Booster Club & 
the Wakefield H. S. Education Foundation 
(formerly the Alumni Association) will hold 
its 6th annual fundraising golf tournament 
and silent auction on Saturday May 4. The 
event will take place at Virginia Oaks Golf 
Club in Gainesville, Va., and will be a four-person scramble 
format. Fees are $100 per individual or $380 per team. A 
box lunch, awards reception, and dinner is included. Pro-
ceeds from the tournament and auction benefit students, 
teachers, student activities and scholarships. Visit the tour-
nament website (http://www.golfdigestplanner.com/22835-
CopyofWakefieldHSBoosterClubEduc/) to register, or con-
tact Paul B. Greenfield at 703-928-0228 or pbgreenfield@
verizon.net for more information.

County Board Town Halls Set
The Arlington County Board is beginning a series of eight 
Neighborhood Town Hall meetings throughout the county. The 
sessions are informal ways for residents to address the board 
on topics of their choosing without an appointment. The first 
town hall was held in late January at Drew Community Center. 
The next will be Wednesday, February 27 from 6:45 to 9:00 
p.m. at the Lee Community Center on Lee Highway. The March 
meeting will be held at Kenmore Middle School on Wednes-
day, March 27, and will be focused on one topic: the proposed 
Columbia Pike and Crystal City streetcar systems.

There will also be two Neighborhood Town Walks, where 
board members tour a community and hear concerns 
from neighbors.

Visit the county website (http://www.arlingtonva.us/departments/
CountyBoard/page88148.aspx) to learn more and see the full schedule.

New AHCA Officers

President:  
Sara Uzel
suzel@techtrendsgrp.com

Treasurer:
Mark Cole
mcole@usatoday.com

Two-year Delegate:
Bill Rapp
billrapp@mac.com

Vice President: 
Kelly Holly
kellyholly@yahoo.com

Secretary: 
David Saltiel
dhsaltiel@gmail.com

One-year Delegate:
Amber Baum
amber.baum@gmail.com

Announcements & Milestones
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As you look out onto your winter garden, 
are you happy with what you see, or are 
you looking at a barren, windswept lot? 
Now isn’t the time to be planting new 
things, but it is the time to start planning 
the additions you’ll make in the spring so 
that next winter, you will have something 
wonderful to look at. 

In my home garden and also in the one I 
maintain for the Smithsonian, I strive to 
have seasonal interest throughout the year, 
which is pretty easy to do in this area. 
There are numerous possibilities to add 
interest to your garden. Some are subtle, 
like the peeling bark of a river birch or the 
tawny texture of ornamental grasses. But 
there are others that can add real drama to 
your winter garden.

The Slower Season: 
A Little Planning Now Will Make Next Year’s Winter Garden Pop
by Janet Draper, Master Gardener

Left: Ornamental grasses and river birch 
add beauty to the winter garden.

Above: Cheerful yellow blooms on a 
Mahonia hybrid

cont’d. on page 7
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I have a Mahonia hybrid that started setting flower buds 
before Thanksgiving and has produced fragrant, cheery, 
yellow blossoms held above coarse evergreen foliage 
throughout the winter. This same shrub has provided shelter 
for a confused hummingbird, but that is far from normal!

Visit Public Gardens

Now is a great time of year to visit public gardens to get 
ideas of what you want to add to your personal space. And 
be sure to make lists so you don’t lose track of your winter 
selections in the spring, when everything else is looking 
so bright and colorful.

There are numerous options in our area where you can 
see winter-interest plants. A few of my favorites include: 
Green Spring Gardens in Annandale, the National Arbore-
tum, (especially Asian Valley area), and I would be remiss 
to not include the Smithsonian Gardens.

One great place to get more unusual specimens for your 
garden is the Annual National Arboretum Plant Fair, 
which will be held April 26 and 27.

cont’d. from p. 6

PLEASE SUPPORT YOUR 
CIVIC ASSOCIATION

AHCA dues are $10 per household. Please send your 
dues to: AHCA, c/o Mark Cole, Treasurer,  
815 S. Oakland St., Arlington, Va. 22204

Name ______________________________________

Address _____________________________________

Phone _______________________________________

E-mail ______________________________________
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Alcova Heights Citizens Association

Advertisers 
Wanted

Know any local business owners 
or managers who are trying to get 
the word out about their products 
or services?

Let them know that the Alcova 
Heights newsletter, with circula-
tion to 700 households, is a great 
place to start.

Contact TJ Ball (vtball007@
hotmail.com) for details about ad 
rates, placement, package deals, 
and more.

President: Sara Uzel
suzel@techtrendsgrp.com 
703-628-2369 
Vice President: Kelly Holly
kellyholly@yahoo.com 
Treasurer: Mark Cole
mcole@usatoday.com 
Secretary: 
At-Large Seats
Bill Rapp (2-yr. term): 
billrapp@mac.com 
David Saltiel (2-yr. term): 
dhsaltiel@gmail.com 
Amber Baum (1-yr. term): 
amber.baum@gmail.com 
ACCP Representatives
Marie Van Ness: mjvness@aol.com 
Karl Veit: karlveit@verizon.net 
Mitzi Williams: mwilliams@sysplan.com 
NCAC Representative:  
Cliff Anckaitis 
anckaitisc@comcast.net 

 
Newsletter Editor: Scot Hoffman
scotrhoff@verizon.net 
703-979-1756 
Newsletter Layout: Susi Lill
susilill@gmail.com 
Circulation: Rhea Dola
sdola@msn.com 
Webmaster: Koset Surakomol
koset@surakomol.com 
Listserv Manager: Mike Rhode
mrhode@gmail.com 
Traffic: Mike Kigin
mikekigin@gmail.com 
703-920-4899 
Special Events
Dellynn Periandri 
Environment: Sue Johnson


