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by Sara Uzel, AHCA President

Dear Neighbors:

I know we all have busy lives, and the idea of taking on neighborhood duties 
can seem unfathomable. That’s why I am so excited that several residents have 
stepped up to lead in various roles within the Alcova Heights Citizens Association.

Two countywide committees that we’ve often had trouble finding neighbors to 
represent us on are not only filled, but have TWO Alcova liaisons. Lois Koontz 
and Mitzi Williams will be our reps on the Arlington County Civic Federation. 
And Kristen Freiter and Ryan Argentieri will serve on the Neighborhood Con-
servation Advisory Committee. Thank you so much for stepping up and giving 
our community a voice on these important committees. 

Lois Koontz is also working with neighbor Maura McMahon on the county 
committee evaluating whether to build an elementary school on the Thomas Jef-
ferson Middle School site. Lois and Maura have done great work so far to keep 
the community informed and engaged. In fact, they just completed a survey to 
get Alcova Heights residents’ feedback on the various options being considered 
by the school board. You can see the results of a survey on the issue on page 3 
of this newsletter.

As someone who’s served on our neighborhood board for more than 10 years, 
I’ve often worried what would become of the association if the current lead-
ership were to move on. Seeing so many neighbors coming forward to serve 
warms my heart.

November association meeting

Our November association meeting is this Thursday, November 20, and we have 
a full agenda.

First we will hear from Robert Love from the county zoning office. If you have 
specific zoning concerns or questions, please let me know so I can make sure 
Mr. Love is prepared with answers. We’ve already heard concerns on the listserv 
regarding the car dealership on Monroe St. Mr. Love will give us an update on that 
issue, and a police department representative will be on hand to discuss parking en-
forcement in general and specifically on Monroe between 9th and Columbia Pike.

cont’d. on page 2
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Sara’s column cont’d. from page 1

At this meeting, we will also elect our new association of-
ficers. Up for election are the president, vice president, trea-
surer, secretary, one-year delegate and two-year delegate.

This year, we have several serving officers who are step-
ping down, so be sure to come out and cast your vote for 
who will lead our association going forward.

In that light, I would like to take this opportunity to give 
my deepest thanks to David Saltiel and Bill Rapp for their 
service to our neighborhood. David, who served as board 
delegate and secretary, has been a steady voice of reason, 
always making sure we followed our by-laws, helping us 
build our Web presence, and always keeping us focused on 
the topic at hand.

Bill served as a delegate and was invaluable in the long, 
arduous process of completing our neighborhood conser-
vation plan. Bill has been a calm and thoughtful voice of 
reason on the board, and his viewpoints have been very 
valuable to me and others as we worked through difficult 
community issues.

And finally, I will be going off the board at the end of this 
year. I’ve enjoyed my time in leadership and have made 
many important and lasting friendships in our community 
and across the county. I suspect I will one day serve again. 
But for now, I will move out of the 
limelight and make way for someone 
else to take the reins. Thank you 
all for the opportunity to serve our 
wonderful neighborhood. 
 Sara

Church Update
New Congregation Takes Over at 
Baptist Church
 
by Marie Van Ness

During the summer Alcova Heights welcomed some 80 
new families to our neighborhood. They are the members 
and new proprietors of the Arlington Baptist Church, on S. 
Monroe Street between 7th and 8th. For years, the church’s 
fellowship hall has been the location where our civic as-
sociation has held its bi-monthly meetings.

The pastor is Mike Law, and the church administrator/out-
reach coordinator is Stacia Griffin. Both Pastor Law and Sta-
cia have reached out to the community letting us know that 
they want to continue the relationship with the neighborhood 
and the Alcova Heights Citizens Association (AHCA).

The church hall will continue to be our meeting place, and 
the church has generously decided not to charge us for the 
use of the space. We are currently working on a facility 
usage agreement, which will be signed by the association’s 
president once approved by the AHCA board. 

The congregation has started some repairs to the church: 
a new roof, window replacements, and in 2015, replace-
ment of the damaged steeple. Church officials have kept 
us informed so we can keep neighbors in the loop via the 
listserv. Pastor Law has joined the listserv so he can get to 
know and be a part of the neighborhood.

Both Pastor Law and Mrs. Griffin will be at the neighborhood 
association this Thursday, November 20. Do come by the 
church hall and give them a warm Alcova Heights welcome. 

One other note: Sue Ryan has taken over as the director of 
New Hope Housing’s Susan’s Place group home located 
on 2nd Street. Along with many other responsibilities, Ms. 
Ryan will be the Susan’s Place liaison to our neighborhood. 
She can be reached at 703-465-0520. 

Thanks. 
Marie
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Dear Neighbors,

Thank you to the nearly 50 people who responded to the 
recent survey about the Arlington Public Schools proposals to 
address overcrowding in South Arlington elementary schools.

The Thomas Jefferson Working Group is tasked with advis-
ing the County Board on the TJ site option. We will be pro-
ducing a preliminary report to be delivered to the County 
Board the first week of December. The final report is due at 
the end of January.

Your concerns and comments in the survey have been 
especially helpful in discussions with the other working 
group members.

The poll showed that opinion is divided, with many sup-
porting both additions to Barcroft Elementary and Ran-
dolph Elementary and/or a new school at TJ.

53 percent (26 total responses) either strongly (14) or 
moderately (12) support additions at Barcroft and Ran-
dolph, and 38 percent (23 total responses) either do not 
support this option (19) or have no opinion (4). 

Here are some of the common themes from comments on 
the Barcroft and Randolph additions:

·      725 students is too big
·      Academic performance would be ad-

versely affected
·      Smaller is better
·      Not enough seats
·      Not enough room for additions
·      Poor road access
·      Look at office buildings, Patrick Henry, 

and Long Branch
·      Exceeds funding for fewer seats
·      Makes sense to add to existing infra-

structure and admin
·      Barcroft and Randolph shouldn’t miss 

out on funding
·      Divides traffic impact between two schools
·      Preserves TJ amenities

School Overcrowding
Poll of neighbors shows mixed opinions on APS options
by Lois Koontz and Maura McMahon

47 percent (23 total responses) either strongly (17) or 
moderately (6) support the TJ option, and 47 percent 
(26 total responses) either do not support (23) or have 
no opinion (3) on the TJ option.

Common themes from comments on a new elementary 
school on the TJ site:

·      Don’t take away TJ park
·      No park land should be used for anything but parks
·      Safety concerns for walkers with large number of stu-

dents and more traffic
·      Traffic congestion on Glebe and elsewhere
·      Underground the parking
·      No construction on a building while students are in it
·      Build over parking lots not park is best value for money

You can read more details about the TJ working group at 
this web address: http://news.arlingtonva.us/releases/thom-
as-jefferson-site-evaluation-working-group-to-meet.

Please don’t hesitate to contact us if you have comments 
or questions: Lois Koontz, ltkk@hotmail.com and Maura 
McMahon, pawmer2@verizon.net.
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Alcova Heights Citizens Association

PLEASE SUPPORT YOUR 
CIVIC ASSOCIATION

AHCA dues are $10 per household.  
Please send your dues to: AHCA, c/o 
Mark Cole, Treasurer, 815 S. Oakland St., 
Arlington, Va. 22204 

Name ___________________________

Address _________________________

Phone __________________________

E-mail __________________________

President: Sara Uzel
suzel@techtrendsgrp.com 
703-628-2369
 
Vice President: Kelly Holly
kellyholly@me.com
 
Treasurer: Mark Cole
mcole@usatoday.com
 
Secretary: David Saltiel
dhsaltiel@gmail.com 
 
Two-year Delegate:
Bill Rapp 
billrapp@mac.com
 
Two-year Delegate:
T.J. Ball 
vtball007@hotmail.com
 
One-year Delegate: 
Karen Osterloh 
osterloh.karen@gmail.com 
 
ACCP Representatives
Marie Van Ness: 
mjvness@aol.com 
Karl Veit: 
karlveit@verizon.net 
Mitzi Williams: 
mwilliams@sysplan.com 

 
NCAC Representatives:  
Kristen Freiter 
Ryan Argentieri 
 
Newsletter Editor: 
Scot Hoffman 
scotrhoff@verizon.net 
703-979-1756
 
Newsletter Layout: Susi Lill
susilill@gmail.com 
 
Circulation: Rhea Dola
sdola@msn.com 
 
Webmaster: Koset Surakomol
koset@surakomol.com 
 
Listserv Manager: Mike Rhode
mrhode@gmail.com 
 
Traffic: Mike Kigin
mikekigin@gmail.com 
703-920-4899

Costumed Alcovans parade down South 8th St. toward 
Alcova Heights Park for the annual Halloween Parade 
and Party on October 25.


