
 
 

 
 

Sara’s Column: Managing Change

Plans for the Arlington  
Presbyterian Church Site

Conservation Plan in Queue

Block Party Photos

Announcements

Alcova Heights Citizens  
Association Meeting
Date: Thursday, September 19

Time: 7:00 p.m.

Location: Baptist Church, 
8th and Monroe

Program:

1) Presentation by a Dominion 
Electric representative about 
storm preparations and outage 
management

2) APAH representative to 
discuss Arlington Presbyterian 
Church property development

3) Other neighborhood 
business
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NEXT MEETING
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by Sara Uzel, AHCA President

Dear Neighbors:

One thing I really like about living in Virginia is the seasonal changes. Every 
few months, Mother Nature gives us something to adapt to and a reason to see 
and experience things differently.

In general, I find change exciting, but like many people, it can make me a little 
uncomfortable. That’s why I also like familiar things, like our neighborhood 
block party and Halloween Parade, the Columbia Pike Blues Festival, and the 
Sunday farmers market, events that give us comforting, regular milestones to 
count on throughout the year. 

cont’d. on page 2

Managing Change
Living Near Columbia Pikes Means  
Years of “Excitement” Is In Store

Halloween Parade
Saturday, October 26, 3 p.m.

Corner of 8th and Monroe 
 

Parade will start precisely at 3:00 p.m.
Don’t be late.

Party at Alcova Park from 3:15 to 4:30.
Treats, beverages, giveaways and prizes!

Goody donations are needed. Drop off candy, cookies, etc. any 
time during October in the bins on the porch at 830 S. Monroe. 

Volunteers are also needed and much appreciated. To help 
out, please contact:  Breana Bayraktar  
(breana.bayraktar@gmail.com) or Jeremy 
Edwards (Jeremy.Edwards@knobbe.com)

Inclement weather location: 
Arlington United Methodist Church
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Sara’s column cont’d. from page 1

As we all know, we’re heading for some dramatic changes 
along our area’s main thoroughfare, Columbia Pike. For 
someone like me, things like the closing of Old Adams 
Square and the loss of the Cowboy Café and the old Big 
Boy’s restaurant have been a little hard to take. But eventu-
ally good things came in their place, like the new Giant, 
great restaurants, and the farmers market. (I still really miss 
the Cowboy Cafe breakfast though.)

Now, whether what comes next on the Pike is good or bad, 
welcome or unwelcome, we can be assured of one thing: 
Change will come. The next few years will be exciting 
times for us in Alcova Heights, and what we do to par-
ticipate in those changes will have a big impact how they 
affect our neighborhood.

Community Partner

Over the past decade, as redevelopment on the Pike ramped 
up, the Alcova Heights Board has had many discussions 
about how to position ourselves to protect our community 
from any negatives while benefiting from the positives.   

I think one of the most important things we can do is to 
make sure that our neighborhood becomes a “community 
partner” with any nearby development projects, and that we 
get involved as early in the process as possible to have our 
concerns and suggestions included in the planning phases. 

One of the largest sites near Alcova Heights that is slated 
for redevelopment is the Arlington Presbyterian Church 
(APC) property on Columbia Pike between Lincoln and 
Monroe. APC is partnering with the Arlington Partnership 
for Affordable Housing (APAH), and planning for this loca-
tion is just now getting under way. APAH has been very 
communicative with us and very open to citizen participa-
tion in the planning process. There is an article on page 3 
of this newsletter written by APAH staff that explains the 
justification and thinking behind the APC project. Also, 
APAH staff will give a presentation at the AHCA meet-
ing on September 19 (7 p.m., Baptist Church) followed by 
Q&A. Please plan to attend.

Halloween Parade

And speaking of change, Delynn Periandri, our much loved 
neighborhood party planning expert, has move away from 
Alcova Heights. Thankfully, and not surprisingly, other 
neighbors have stepped up to take over Delynn’s duties. Next 
up is the Halloween Parade, which is right around the corner. 
I want to thank Breana Bayraktar and Jeremy Edwards for 
taking over and making sure this popular neighborhood 
tradition continues. See the announcement on Page 1 of this 
newsletter for details and to learn how you can contribute.

Anyway, that’s it from me this time. Happy fall, and I look 
forward to seeing everyone at the meeting next Thursday and 
all the ghosties and ghoullies at the parade on October 26. 
And don’t forget, even if you’re not walking in the parade, 
we always need spectators along 8th street on those beautiful 
new sidewalks.  Bring a chair and get your fright on! 
 
Thanks. 

Sara

For people on the run . . .
living near Four Mile Run.
 
Yes! We teach piano in 
your home.
 
If you’ve ever dreamed of 
playing piano - now is the 
time - in the comfort of 
your own home. 

Accepting children and 
adults. 
 
Keyboard or piano needed 
for practice.
 
Register quarterly and 
receive one free lesson.

PIANO ON THE RUN

(703) 400-1814
PianoOnTheRun.com

pianoontherun@gmail.com
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Dear Alcova Heights residents;

Over the past few years, the Arlington Presbyterian Church 
(APC) has been engaged in a discernment process for the 
future, leading to an emerging vision with three key ele-
ments: discipleship, crossroads, and affordable housing.  
(The church’s “vision team” summary report is available at 
www.ArlingtonPresbyterian.org.)

This past spring, APC engaged the Arlington Partnership 
for Affordable Housing (APAH) to conduct a feasibility 
study for plans to build a new church facility combined 
with affordable rental housing, a coffee shop, and a child 
care center that would fit onto the church’s site, meet APC’s 
vision, and be economically feasible. The study concluded 
that it was feasible, and in July, APC and APAH executed 
an exclusive Predevelopment Agreement to move forward 
on a 12- to 24-month process of gathering stakeholder 
input, preparing an architectural design, and securing land 
use and financing approvals.

The team has started assembling a development team 
(architect, civil engineer, land use counsel) and conducting 
due diligence on the property (survey, appraisal, geotechni-
cal, environmental analysis) with the goal of submitting a 
Form Based Code site plan application in early 2014.  We 
hope to design new buildings that are compliant with the 

Pike’s Form Based Code, address community needs, and 
are sensitive to the Alcova Heights context.

APAH is a 24-year-old nonprofit organization. We are the 
only affordable housing developer working exclusively 
in Arlington, and most of APAH’s staff and board live 
in Arlington. APAH owns two affordable properties on 
Columbia Pike—Columbia Grove and Buchanan Gardens 
Apartments, with a third property under construction at the 
Arlington Mill Community Center. The County has identi-
fied the creation of new committed affordable units as a top 
priority for Columbia Pike. Market forces will continue to 
push rents upwards, leading to repositioning and redevelop-
ment of existing market affordable properties and displace-
ment of thousands of current residents.
 
APAH was delighted to be invited to engage with APC to 
create new affordable homes for our low-income neighbors 
and to address the other community needs in APC’s vision.

We look forward to meeting with neighbors at the Alcova 
Heights Citizens Association on September 19 and to getting 
input from Alcova Heights into this exciting new venture.

Signed:
Laura London, APAH Project Manager
Nina Janopaul, APAH President/CEO

Big Plans for the Arlington Presbyterian Church Site
(An open letter from the Arlington Partnership for Affordable Housing)

A panoramic view of the Arlington Presbyterian Church from S. Lincoln St.
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Marie Van Ness, former 
president of the Alcova 
Heights Citizens Associa-
tion, is helping to shepherd 
the laboriously constructed 
Neighborhood Conser-
vation Plan through the 
county’s staffing process.

“We are behind four other 
neighborhood associations 
at the moment,” she reports. 
“Arlington Ridge will be 
staffed this September/Oc-
tober time frame. Bluemont 
is next in line, and will 
hopefully be staffed before 
the end of the year. The first 
plan in line for 2014 is Wa-
verly Hills, and then comes 
Alcova Heights.”

Staffing involves present-
ing the plan to the Neigh-
borhood Conservation 
Committee, the County 
Planning Commission, and 
finally the County Board.

Marie said she and neigh-
bors Bill Rapp and Kelly 
Holly plan to attend some of 
the upcoming neighborhood 
presentations to get ideas on 
how best to structure the Al-
cova Heights presentation. 

Residents can read the 
2013 Alcova Heights 
Conservation Plan on the 
neighborhood website:  
http://alcovaheights.com/

FREE-RANGE, GRASS-FED,
LOCAL BEEF & PORK SHARES,

AFFORDABLE,
DELIVERED TO 22204.

1/8th Beef Share = 40 to 49 lbs $8-9/lb
1/16th Beef Share = 20 to 25 lbs $9-10/lb

1/4th Pork Share = 30 to 39 lbs $8-9/lb
1/8th Pork Share = 15 to 25 lbs $9-10/lb

HOME DELIVERY AVAILABLE

Call your neighbor ADAM @ 540-466-4509

Alcova Height’s Conservation 
Plan Is in the Queue

ROOFING • SIDING • GUTTERS
Repairs or Replacement

Gutter Cleaning, Roof Certifications for 
Buyers and Sellers 

Reasonable Rates   •  Quick Response 
Call Birk Meadows 
703-876-4808

Meadows Roof Inspection Services  

Above: Cover and pages from the 
Alcova Heights Conservation 
Plan

ALCOVA 
HEIGHTS
Neighborhood Conservation Plan

Est. 1921

M A R C H  2 0 1 3

A R L I N G T O N  C O U N T Y  V I R G I N I A

Prepared and maintained by the

Alcova Heights Citizens Association
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Demographics
According to the 2010 Census, the to-
tal population of Alcova Heights is 1,900 
persons residing in 745 households. This 
population includes households in the two 
Stratton House condominium apartments 
(60 units each) as well as three apartment 
houses (four units each). The population is 
varied and reflects the rich diversity found 
throughout the South Arlington area. Recent 
years have seen a significant growth in the 
number of young families who have decided 
to make their home in Alcova Heights.

Age Persons
% of 

Population

Under 5 142 7.5%

5-17 220 11.6%

18-24 149 7.8%

25-34 390 20.5%

35-44 321 16.9%

45-54 310 16.3%

55-64 230 12.1%

65-74 90 4.7%

75-85 37 1.9%

85 and older 11 0.6%

Race Persons
% of  

Population

White alone 1,105 58.2%

Total Hispanic  
or Latino 455 23.9%

Black or African 
American alone 89 4.7%

American Indian or 
Alaska Native alone 5 0.3%

Asian alone 185 9.7%

Native Hawaiian  
or Pacific Islander 0 0.0%

Two or more races 56 2.9%

Some other race 
alone 5 0.3 %

Housing
Alcova Heights remains largely made up 
of single-family owner-occupied homes. 
Almost 70 percent of the households are 
owner occupied. Rentals comprise 25 per-
cent, and 5 percent are currently vacant 
homes. With the rising cost of housing in 
the metropolitan area, it has been com-
mon and often more economical for many 
homeowners to add on to their existing 

NEIGHBORHOOD  
CHARACTERISTICS

ALCOVA 
HEIGHTS

16 Alcova Heights Neighborhood Conservation Plan

Recommendations:
•	 AHCA supports maintaining 

the characteristics of the 
neighborhood by abiding 
by existing land use and 
zoning regulations for the 
neighborhood. 

•	 AHCA should continue to be 
consulted and included in 
County decision-making related 
to development on Columbia 
Pike that has an impact on 
Alcova Heights.

•	 AHCA will continue to seek 
County assistance to help 
mitigate and limit the negative 
effects of expansion of the 
Arlington Hall facility.

•	 AHCA will continue to 
encourage the County to 
support the development of 
commercial businesses that 
meet the needs of the residents, 
and that businesses operate 
in a clean and safe manner, 
respectful of residents.

 
 

2013 Neighborhood Calendar

September 13:  Newsletter published
September 19: Citizens Association Meeting*
November 8: Newsletter published
November 14: Citizens Association Meeting*
Date TBA: Holiday Caroling Party
 
* Citizens Association Meetings: Baptist Church, 
8th and Monroe, 7 p.m.
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Alcova Heights 
Block Party

 June 23, 2013
6th and Oakland St.

Visit the Events page on the Alcova Heights website to see more photos: http://alcovaheights.com/
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More and more folks are signing up 
to receive the AHCA newsletter dig-
itally. We’re up to 137 households, 
which results in a significant drop 
in printing costs. If you’ve signed 
up for digital-only and continue to 
receive hardcopies, please contact 
me at scotrhoff@verizon.net. 

If you want to go digital-only, you 
can contact me at any time to be 
added to the electronic delivery list. 
You’ll be notified by email when 
each edition is available online. 
Newsletter PDFs will be posted to 
the Alcova Heights blog site, http://
alcovaheights.com. You can also 

visit the site to 
see archives of 
previous news-
letters, and if 
you fill out the 
short registration 
form, which is 
linked to on the About page, you 
can leave comments, post photos, 
share videos, etc.

NOTE: If you’re the kind of person 
who just likes to have a paper copy 
in their hands, that’s no problem. 
You’ll continue to receive hardcopy 
until you tell us otherwise. 

Finally, please be sure to patron-
ize our advertisers. They are 
great, locally owned neighbor-
hood businesses, and their ads 
pay for newsletter printing costs 
and underwrite many other Alcova 
Heights functions.

Thanks.
-- Scot Hoffman, Editor
scotrhoff@verizon.net
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Announcements and Milestones
Kid Birthdays
 
Tomas Araya of 9th Road South 
turned 4 years old on September 1. 
He joined the prekinder Montessori 
Program at Claremont Immersion 
Elementary School, where his sister 
Sophia is a 1st grader.

Ever Rose Daddio of 7th Street 
South turned 3 years old on Au-
gust 2.

Honors and Recognitions

Jonathan Wabeke (Oakland 
Street) joined the U.S. Naval Acad-
emy Class of 2017 on June 27 and 
completed his summer training on 
August 17. He is planning to row 

for their Freshmen Heavyweight 
Men’s Rowing Team. 

Barcroft Elementary Update

▪ Barcroft Elementary School 
welcomed Julie Rotherham as 
its new PTA President. Contact: 
jllrotherham@gmail.com.

▪ The school announced it has ad-
opted the Responsive Classroom 
approach, which emphasizes the 
teaching of both academic skills 
(reading, writing, science, and 
math), and socio-emotional skills 
such as taking turns, listening re-
spectfully, and working effectively 
in group settings.

▪ A new playground is scheduled 
to be installed at the school be-
tween mid-September and mid-
October.

- Residents who wish to support 
Barcroft through the grocery store 
loyalty card program can Candice 
Kaup at candicekaup@yahoo.com.

- On Saturday, 
September 21, at 
9 a.m., the school 
will host the an-
nual Chalk4Peace 
event. Chalk is 
provided.

Serving All Northern VA 24/7 

100% Satisfaction Guaranteed  

Residential & Commercial Work 

Master Licensed, Bonded & Insured 

Guaranteed Service Within 24 Hours 

Free Phone Estimates & Advice 

Calls Always Answered By A Live  

Representative

921 N. JACKSON ST. ARLINGTON, VA 22201 

 

(Offers cannot be combined. Exp. 12/ 2013) 
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Alcova Heights Citizens Association
President: Sara Uzel
suzel@techtrendsgrp.com 
703-628-2369 
Vice President: Kelly Holly
kellyholly@me.com 
Treasurer: Mark Cole
mcole@usatoday.com 
Secretary: David Saltiel
dhsaltiel@gmail.com  
Secretary: 
At-Large Seats
Bill Rapp (2-yr. term): 
billrapp@mac.com 
Amber Baum (1-yr. term): 
amber.baum@gmail.com 
T.J. Ball (1-yr. term): 
vtball007@hotmail.com 
ACCP Representatives
Marie Van Ness: mjvness@aol.com 
Karl Veit: karlveit@verizon.net 
Mitzi Williams: mwilliams@sysplan.com 
NCAC Representative:  
Cliff Anckaitis 
anckaitisc@comcast.net 
 

Newsletter Editor: Scot Hoffman
scotrhoff@verizon.net 
703-979-1756 
Newsletter Layout: Susi Lill
susilill@gmail.com 
Circulation: Rhea Dola
sdola@msn.com 
Webmaster: Koset Surakomol
koset@surakomol.com 
Listserv Manager: Mike Rhode
mrhode@gmail.com 
Traffic: Mike Kigin
mikekigin@gmail.com 
703-920-4899

PLEASE SUPPORT YOUR 
CIVIC ASSOCIATION

AHCA dues are $10 per household. 
Please send your dues to: AHCA, c/o 
Mark Cole, Treasurer, 815 S. Oakland 
St., Arlington, Va. 22204

Name ___________________________

Address _________________________

Phone __________________________

E-mail __________________________


