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Traffic Issues

Announcements

Alcova Heights Citizens  
Association Meeting

Date: Thursday, June 21

Time: 7:00 p.m.

Location: Baptist Church, 
8th and Monroe

Program: 
1) David Goodman, Arlington 
County staff, will discuss the 
South 9th St. Bike Boulevard 
Plan update

2) Community discussion on 
the Neighborhood Conservation 
Plan update

3) Neighborhood Block Party

4) Newsletter Changes Update

5) Issues from the neighbors
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by Marie Van Ness, AHCA President

Pre-Summer Priorities:  
Conservation Plan, Newsletter Survey

Dear Neighbors,

Summer is almost here and that means our final Alcova Heights Citizens Association 
meeting before we take a break for a few of months is coming up.

Our next meeting is THIS WEEK, Thursday, June 21. I’d like to encourage everyone 
particularly bicyclists and those who live on or near South 9th Street to attend. David 
Goodman from the Arlington County staff will be giving us an update on the Bicycle 
Boulevard proposed for South 9th Street with perhaps a connection across South 
George Mason and into Barcroft. There is a lot of interest in this project, and this is a 
good time to hear what’s on the drawing board and weigh in on the plan.

At the same meeting we’ll be addressing the final phase of the Conservation Plan 
update. Kelly Holly, the AHCA secretary, has done a yeoman’s job, going above and 
beyond to get this plan done. She has written an article for this edition of the newslet-
ter citing what the next steps are. Please read it when you have a chance. Over the 
summer, we’ll all need to make some time to read the plan over so we can give good 

cont’d. on page 4

Sunday, July 1
3 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.

South Lincoln St.  
between 8th & 9th Streets

The Association will provide hamburgers, hot dogs, 
veggie burgers & drinks. BYOB for beer and wine.

There will be a live band, face painting, moon bounce & other activities. 
Last names beginning with:

A-M please bring a side dish or salad; N-Z please bring a dessert.

 Contact: Mary Ann Orecchio, maorecchio@yahoo.com.
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Columbia Pike Housing Initiative

•  Working on a study to finishing planning for Columbia Pike

•  Revitalization planning going on for past 10 years

•  Look comprehensively at parts of Pike that hadn’t been 
examined for rev talization - mid-rises along the pike

•  Document shared with plenary group, available online, link 
to be provided to AHCA via listserv. Based on various stud-
ies, input from design meetings, feedback along the way.

•  Looks at redevelopment in commercial centers, street-
car, multifamily apartment family - consistent with fam-
ily values and county policies. No clear existing plan.

•  Preserve 5,000 of market affordable housing (in older, 
smaller garden apt stock), but no commitments made. 

•  6,000 net new units

•  New development, closer to the street with landscaping 
and green space. Building height varying from east to 
west - maximum heights up to 10 stories on outer limits, 
but in center only up to 6 stories.

•  New connections through developments to help with east-
west connections - expanding 9th street for pedestrian/bi-
cycle access to George Mason but little/no other changes.

•  Multi-modal street space to get ready for the streetcar - 
looking at bicycle routes and shifting to 9th, 11th, and 
12th to have bikes on parallel route to the Pike.

•  Open space vision - building placement in west end and 
east end is being looked at for additional public parks.

•  Arlington County Public Schools - looking at public 
facilities. Needs to keep pace with increased popula-
tion. May need a future school site over time based on 
projections. Will be an ongoing conversation.

•  Also looking at needs for increased first responder re-
quirements, specifically fire requirements (whether Ar-
lington Country can continue to rely on Fairfax County 
for fire support).

•  Seeking County Board adoption by June 16.

•  Follow up required after for implementation.

Q&A Session

Traffic Committee Report

•  Columbia Pike - Oakland Street crossing concerns. New 
signs - bright yellow.

•  Stop sign at Oakland and South 6th has been replaced.

•  Pothole at 7th and Glebe at traffic light has been fixed 
and smoothed out.

•  Other issues still pending:

 • a proposed four-way stop at the corner of Quincy 
and 7th Streets;

 • speed bumps on 7th street;

• a possible median with a stop sign on 6th at 
Quincy; and

• removal of an old utility pole on Quincy between 
7th and 8th.

•  Increased police activity to catch speeders and enforcing 
the requirement to stop at stop sign

•  Cut-through by buses servicing Arlington Hall and Na-
tional Guard Center has reduced

•  Parking at Alcova Park – two-hour parking signs are 
possible, but residents could be adversely affected. They 
could do zoned parking, but there are consequences. Ex-
amining options, but resident participation is required.

•  What about contractors at the State Department and Na-
tional Guard facility? They don’t have the ability to park 

Meeting Minutes
April 19, 2012 AHCA Meeting Focuses on Housing, Bike Path, Traffic, Conservation Plan
by Kelly Holly, AHCA Secretary
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at the facilities. The contractors are the ones parking in 
the neighborhood.

•  Explore Residential parking only.

•  What’s going on with the sidewalks? We’re in the line.

• Explore 15 mph speed limit or children playing signs?

• Traffic circle maintenance during the summers? Keep the 
loveliness lower to the ground. Can’t see oncoming cars.

Conservation Plan Discussion

• Near final version to be sent out on the listserv
• Need to add pictures and indexes

• Process going forward
• Final vote by AHCA on 21 June
 • Staff through Conservation Committee

 •  Staff through County planning

 • Staff through County board

Issues from the neighbors

• Thanks for paying your dues

• Chopped trees for utilities, debris not picked up completely

• Parking from Arlington Hall at bottom of 6th, new path 
being created because rails have been removed. Fence 
along Quincy needs to be repaired.

• Post office service is bad. Can we complain? Do some 
community service? Marie will reach out to the presi-
dent of Douglas Park.

• Tree canopy - County will bring out an expert, advise, 
plant it. Meeting on Monday night. Have to do an ap-
plication as a neighborhood. Email Lois if interested.

Meeting adjourned

cont’d. from page 2
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Pre-Summer Priorities: Conservation Plan, Newsletter Survey 
cont’d. from page 1

input and feedback before the document goes to the county. The September 
AHCA meeting will be dedicated to finalizing the plan. 

If you haven’t already, please let our newsletter editor, Scot Hoffman, know 
what your preference is for the newsletter delivery: electronic or home delivery 
of hard copy. You can either email him at scotrhoff@verizon.net or use the at-
tached survey form and drop it at his house (834 S. Lincoln St.) So far about 150 
households have responded, which is about 1/5 of the neighborhood’s nearly 
700 homes.

Finally, congratulations to all the young men and women in Alcova Heights who 
are graduating from high school and college. We’re proud of all the students who 
have finished another year of school and will be going on to a new grade in the fall. 

See everyone at the meeting this week. Have a great summer, and safe travels to all.

Marie
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Salad Days
The Virginia Cooperative Extension is 
sponsoring Hearty Salads for Week-
day Lunches to help people organize 
and prepare healthy meals for the week.

Master Food Volunteer Desiree Morn-
ingstar will teach students easy, healthy 
and hearty salad recipes that can be 
made on the weekend and enjoyed all 
week. Each class will feature a dif-
ferent recipe using grains like quinoa, 
farro, and bulgur, lots of vegetables, 
and tasty dressings. Students will re-
ceive a packet of recipes to try at home.

When: June 19, 26, and July 10
Time: 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Where: Fairlington Community Cen-
ter Kitchen, 3308 S Stafford Street
Cost: $10.00 for one class or $25.00 
for the series
To register, email jabel@vt.edu or call 
703.228.6417.

Irving Street 
Construction

The long-awaited 
start of construction 
on the South Irving Street Neighbor-
hood Conservation project began 
Monday, June18. The work area is 
along South Irving Street from Arling-
ton Blvd. to South 2nd Street.

Construction hours will be from 7 
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. and it will last ap-
proximately four to six weeks. The 
road will remain open while the curb 
and gutter is being installed. However, 
there will be a significant number of 
construction vehicles operating on the 
street. There will be partial road clo-
sures when the street is being rebuilt.

8th St. Sidewalk Work
To Begin This Summer
By Suzanne Manlove

This just in from our county repre-
sentative on the 8th Street sidewalk 
project: The county’s Water/Sewer/
Streets construction crew plans to build 
the project, commencing around early 
August. County crew work excludes a 
bio-retention basin area in front of the 
Simpkins’ and church properties, which 
will be done by an outside contractor.

Washington Gas needs to relocate the 
gas main prior to the commencement 
of curb, gutter and sidewalk work. 
Anything that can be done without 
the gas main impacting it may happen 
even earlier than August.

The goal is to complete all hardscape 
work (concrete, asphalt) by Thanksgiv-
ing, weather permitting. The landscap-
ing part of the project, mainly tree in-
stallation in the new grass utility strip, 
will occur in the spring of 2013, if the 
hardscape work is completed this fall.

There will be a neighborhood pre-con-
struction meeting in July to introduce 
the county’s construction team leader. 
This will occur in the morning on the 
street, around 8:30 am. I will post 
the meeting time and other details on 
the neighborhood listserv when more 
information is available.

Thanks for your continued patience. 
We are finally close to implementation!

Questions? Contact Suzanne Manlove, 
8th Street Sidewalk volunteer repre-
sentative, at 703.589.8488 or  
suzannemanlove@yahoo.com.

Crocus Contribution
In a tribute to long-time, and now former, 
neighbors Alice and Dan Nicholson, the 
Alcova Heights Citizens Association 
Board has approved a one-time purchase 
of $225 worth of crocus bulbs. Alice, a 
master gardener and frequent gardening 
column contributor to this newsletter, and 
Dan, a retired botanist, moved to Mary-
land in June after more than 40 years as 
residents in historic Alcova House. Alice 
often expressed the desire to see the 
neighborhood covered in purple crocus 
blooms in early spring.

The board’s purchase, made using pro-
ceed donated by the Nicholsons follow-
ing a successful yard sale, will provide 
enough bulbs to cover the neighborhood’s 
traffic circles and parts of Alcova Park.

“Alice and Dan contributed to the 
beauty of our neighborhood in count-
less ways over the years,” said AHCA 
Board President Marie Van Ness.  
“The board wanted to honor them with 
a tribute that will remind us of their 
generosity each spring.”

Marie encouraged all neighbors to take 
the board’s act one step further and plant 
their own crocus crop in a visible space.

Academic Kudos
Kudos to three Alcova Heights kids who 
were among 181 APS students who won 
honors in the National Latin Exam. 

2012 Silver Maxima Cum Laude 
H-B Woodlawn: 
Alexander Al-Hujazi – Latin II

2012 Cum Laude
Thomas Jefferson
Jackson Schranck – Latin I
Claire Rhode – Latin II

ANNOUNCEMENTS & MILESTONES
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The Conservation Plan
Neighborhood Input Critical Before 
Document Goes to County Board

By Kelly Holly

The Alcova Heights Conservation Plan is an articulation 
of the Alcova Heights Civic Association’s commitment to 
conserve and improve our neighborhood’s character. Why 
bother? It’s a win-win for our community.

Upon completion, our neighborhood will be competi-
tive for capital improvement projects utilizing Arlington 
County bond funds. Projects can include the installation of 
curbs, gutters, sidewalks, and traffic management systems, 
as well as park improvements and other similar capital 
improvement projects.

However, for our effort to be a success for the entire community, 
we need to hear from you! We have made the draft Conservation 
Plan available on several occasions and will continue to do so. 

Want a copy of the plan? You have several options: (1) 
email AlcovaHeightsConservationPlan@yahoo.com; (2) 
come to the June 21 AHCA meeting; or (3) get a paper 
copy from the Columbia Pike Library beginning in July. 
The draft Conservation Plan will be available for review 
and feedback through August.

The goal is for the Alcova Heights Citizens Association to 
vote on the Conservation Plan at the September meeting. If 
successfully approved through a final neighborhood vote, 
the Conservation Plan will be presented to the Arlington 
Conservation Committee, the Arlington County Planning 
and, finally, the Arlington County Board.

Have questions and/or feedback? 
Email AlcovaHeightsConservationPlan@yahoo.com. 

Security Tips
Local Locksmith Offers Some “Key” 
Home Safety Advice 

Neighbor Tiera Bonnefond recently changed the locks 
on her doors, and got some home security advice from a 
trusted locksmith.

Vacation Security

•  Do not be overly communicative about your vacation 
schedule or even your day-to-day schedule.

•  Do not tell people you are not at home on the outgoing 
message of your answering machine.

•  Ask a trusted friend or neighbor to pick up your mail 
and check inside & outside of your house every day.

• Do not close all shades and curtains; it will be obvious 
that you are away. 

Locks & Keys

•  Change all locks when moving into new house or apartment.
•  Be wary of giving out keys to your home. Only give 

keys to a few trusted people.
•  Do not leave spare keys in obvious places like under 

flower pots or welcome mats.
•  Do not have identifying tags on your key ring that 

provides thieves with personal information such as your 
name or address.

•  Buy locks with keys that cannot be easily duplicated 
such as Mul-T-Lock high security locks.

•  Look for specialized keys that require your authoriza-
tion to make copies and can only be duplicated by a 
professional locksmith.

Doors & Windows

•  When protecting your home from break-ins, check the 
easiest points of entry: doors and windows.

•  Choose solid wood or steel doors as hollow wood doors 
can be easily kicked in.

•  Install doors with hinges on the inside of the door so 
hinges cannot be easily removed.

•  Do not leave gaps around doors and frames that would 
make doors vulnerable to prying.

•  Reinforce security on sliding glass doors by installing a 
rod (Charlie Bar) on the inside stationary door.

•  Watch the electric garage door close completely when 
you come and go so that someone cannot sneak under 
as it closes.

ROOFING • SIDING • GUTTERS
Repairs or Replacement

Gutter Cleaning, Roof Certifications for 
Buyers and Sellers 

Reasonable Rates   •  Quick Response 
Call Birk Meadows 
703-876-4808

Meadows Roof Inspection Services  
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By Mike Kigin 

Recent Successes:
• Arlington County facilitated the removal of an old 

power pole from the sidewalk along Quincy St between 
6th and 7th.

• Arlington County replaced the bent-over STOP sign at 
Oakland St. and 6th.

• Arlington County placed additional pedestrian crossing 
signs on Columbia Pike at the Oakland St crossing.

• Arlington County placed a wide STOP bar and a yellow 
median stripe at the bottom of 6th St at Quincy. 

Many thanks to our neighbors who help maintain the vari-
ous traffic circles. Please contact them directly if you can 
assist with upkeep. 

• 7th and Oakland St - Martha Gibbons - mgibbons49@
yahoo.com 

• 7th and Monroe - unknown
• 8th and Monroe - unknown
• 9th and Quincy - Tiera Bonnefond - thbonnefond@

gmail.com
• 9th and Oakland - Dellynn Periandri - beadschef@aol.

com and Mary and her husband
• 9th and Lincoln - unknown

Several issues are still being researched based on commu-
nity input. These include:

• proposed four-way stop signs at the corner of Quincy 
and 7th Streets. 

• proposed speed bumps on 7th Street. 
• lower speed limits in neighborhood.
• “children playing” signs on certain neighborhood streets.
• monitoring the parking situation on Randolph St. and 

8th St. at the park during working hours.

Feel free to email me at mikekigin@gmail.com with com-
ments or additional issues you would like to see addressed 
and I will bring them to the attention of the traffic committee.

Traffic Committee Members:
Mike and Judy Kigin, Jan Kennemer, Sara Uzel

Committee Efforts Yield Results 
on Neighborhood Roads

For people on the run . . .
living near Four Mile Run.
 
Yes! We teach piano in 
your home.
 
If you’ve ever dreamed of 
playing piano - now is the 
time - in the comfort of 
your own home. 

Accepting children and 
adults. 
 
Keyboard or piano needed 
for practice.
 
Register quarterly and 
receive one free lesson.

PIANO ON THE RUN

(703) 400-1814
PianoOnTheRun.com

pianoontherun@gmail.com

What could be finer on a hot day than going to the pool? Alcova 
Heights kids cool off at Stratton House pool.

Eye on Alcova Heights
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Alcova Heights Citizens Association

President: Marie Van Ness 
mjvness@aol.com 
Vice President: Sara Uzel
suzel@techtrendsgrp.com 
Treasurer: Mark Cole
mcole@usatoday.com 
Secretary: Kelly Holly
kellyholly@yahoo.com 
At-Large Seats
Bill Rapp (2-yr. term): 
billrapp@mac.com 
David Saltiel (2-yr. term): 
dhsaltiel@gmail.com 
T.J. Ball (1-yr. term): 
vtball007@hotmail.com 
ACCP Representatives
Marie Van Ness: mjvness@aol.com 
Karl Veit: karlveit@verizon.net 
Mitzi Williams: mwilliams@sysplan.com 

NCAC Representative:  
Cliff Anckaitis 
anckaitisc@comcast.net 
 
Newsletter Editor: Scot Hoffman
scotrhoff@verizon.net 
Newsletter Layout: Susi Lill
susilill@gmail.com 
Circulation: Rhea Dola
sdola@msn.com 
Webmaster: Koset Surakomol
koset@surakomol.com 
Listserv Manager: Mike Rhode
mrhode@gmail.com 
Traffic: Mike Kigin
mikekigin@gmail.com 
Special Events
Dellynn Periandri 
Environment: Sue Johnson

Looking for recommendations 
for a good plumber? Curious 
about the animal noises you 
heard at 4 a.m.? Want to share 
some interesting news? Get 
connected and subscribe to 
the Alcova Heights listserv: 
 
Go to: 
http://groups.yahoo.com/
group/alcova_heights

 
or e-mail: 
Alcova_Heights-subscribe@
yahoogroups.com

CONNECT WITH THE  
ALCOVA HEIGHTS 

LISTSERV!


