
Halloween Parade!
Saturday, October 25, 3:00 p.m. Sharp!
Corner of 8th and Monroe

Parade will start precisely at 3:00 p.m.
Don’t be late. Or else . . .

Party at Alcova Park from 3:15 to 4:30. 
Treats, beverages, giveaways, and prizes!
A volunteer is needed to coordinate parade-day events.
Volunteers are also needed for set-up, take-down, and other tasks.
We also need goody donations: Candy, cookies, fruits, veggies.

Inclement weather location: Arlington United Methodist Church
 
Contact Sara Uzel to get involved: suzel@ttg-it.com
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Alcova Heights Citizens  
Association Meetings
 
Thursday, September 18 
Thursday, November 20

Time: 7:00 p.m.

Location: Baptist Church, 
8th and Monroe
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by Sara Uzel, AHCA President

Dear Neighbors:

Well, after the winter that simply wouldn’t end, it’s been a wonderful spring and 
summer filled with unusually pleasant weather and lots of neighborhood gather-
ings, including the Barcroft Spring Fair, the Alcova Yard Sale, the Park Clean 
Up, and what I think was one of the most enjoyable and well-attended Block 
Parties we’ve ever had.
 
Now, we’re moving quickly into fall, and that means the vacations are behind us, the 
kids are back at school, and it’s time to get back to the work of our Citizens Association.
 
First off, now that our Neighborhood Conservation Plan has been completed and 
accepted by the County Board, we have the opportunity to submit some projects 
to the county committee for funding. One idea that was recommended to me 
was to develop a master plan for the North Side of Alcova Park from George 
Mason to the Foreign Service/National Guard property. If someone is interesting 
in gathering ideas about this or any other potential project, please let me know.
 

cont’d. on page 2

Season of Changes
After a Delightful Summer, It’s Back to Work on 
Neighborhood Issues
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It Takes a Village
Local Groups Help Older Residents 
Remain in Their Homes
by Marie Van Ness and Elaine Collins

Over the past decade, we’ve seen many, many young fami-
lies settling in Alcova Heights. For those of us who have 
lived here a number of years, it’s comforting to see these 
new neighbors embraced by our community. It reminds us 
of what brought us here so many years ago and why we 
want to continue to stay in this wonderful neighborhood.
 
But as we get older, the homes that we’ve given so much of 
our time and love to over the years become more and more 
difficult to take care of. Luckily, D.C. is home to the Vil-
lages Exchange, a collection of groups dedicated to helping 
residents remain in their homes. Arlington Neighborhood 
Villages is part of the exchange.
 
It’s the “little” tasks that sometimes seem beyond the 
member’s capability, and that is exactly what Villages is set 
up to help with. Volunteers provide a variety of services, in-
cluding transportation to the store or doctor appointments; 
minor household repairs; social activities; daily contact 
with people who are shut in, and more.
 
For example, the Arlington Neighborhood Villages Volun-
teer Coordinator, who lives in Alcova Heights, needs help 
changing the light bulbs over her dining room table. In 
the past, she has called her granddaughter. Now she calls 
Arlington Neighborhood Villages.
 
For major jobs, Arlington Neighborhood Villages members 
have access to Washington Consumer Checkbook to find 
reputable, rated service providers.
 
The program also offers social and educational opportuni-
ties. Many of the activities are determined by the mem-
bers themselves.
 
Several of your neighbors are interested in establishing an 
Alcova Heights affiliate of Arlington Neighborhood Villages. 
If you are interested in this exciting project, please contact 
Marie Van Ness at 703-979-1589 or mjvness@aol.com.
 
We plan to get together over coffee at 1:00 p.m. Tuesday, 
September 23, at Marie’s house, 816 S. Lincoln Street. 
 
For on-line information, visit www.arlnvil.org.

Also, regarding the conservation plan, the Alcova Heights 
seat on the county’s Neighborhood Conservation Advisory 
Committee is currently vacant. Please consider stepping up 
to serve. This is a countywide post with lots of opportunity 
to meet people, influence decisions, and learn how county 
government works. Get in touch with me if you’d like more 
information about this seat.
 
Finally, I have talked with many of you about the need for 
new leadership in the neighborhood. In that spirit, it is with 
both happiness and a little regret that I announce I will leave 
the Alcova Heights board by the end of this year. I have been 
on the board for about 10 years now, and it’s time to give 
someone else a chance to contribute. I’ve very much enjoyed 
my time on the board, and I still intend to be involved in the 
areas that I’m passionate about, including development and 
the Form Based Code.
 
Please, if you’ve ever considered getting more involved 
with our neighborhood leadership, join now! There so many 
things going on around our community and county-wide 
that our association needs to react and respond to. Your 
input, insights, and energy are needed to make sure Alcova 
Heights is well represented.
 
Think about it. Talk to friends. And get in touch. Happy fall 
everyone. See you at the Halloween Parade. Thanks.

Sara

Sara’s column cont’d. from page 1

ALCOVA HEIGHTS LISTSERV:
Get Connected

The Alcova Heights neighborhood listserv has 
reached 553 participants. If you’d like to stay cur-
rent with what’s happening in the neighborhood, 
subscribe today. Go to http://groups.yahoo.com/
group/Alcova_Heights and sign up using a Yahoo 
account, or simply send a message to Alcova_
Heights-subscribe@yahoogroups.com from the 
e-mail account you would like to sign up with.

You can choose to receive each listserv e-mail as it’s 
sent or a daily digest with all of the previous day’s 
communications. Get connected! Sign up today!
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The traffic committee met earlier this year to focus on sev-
eral issues that are ongoing in the neighborhood.

Speeding on 7th and Quincy

There is still concern about the intersection at 7th and 
Quincy Streets and speeding on 7th Street. The absence of a 
four-way stop at that corner causes concern among a num-
ber of citizens. We will once again encourage the county to 
look at the speeds on 7th and on Quincy and non-compli-
ance with the existing stop signs at the intersection.

7th and Glebe Traffic Light

Regarding the traffic light at 7th and Glebe, which can be 
difficult to see as a driver rounds the curve heading south on 
Glebe, the suggestion 
was made to install an 
additional traffic signal 
on the back side of the 
lights controlling north-
bound traffic on Glebe. 
We will ask the county 
if that is possible.

Monroe-Oakland Alley

We reviewed the alley that runs from Monroe to Oakland 
between 6th and 7th and concluded that there clearly is 
a right of way that shouldn’t be violated by a contractor 
building a house nearby, but it might not be as wide as 
some would like. We discussed additional measures we 
might take to discourage pass-through traffic, but most 
would inconvenience neighbors significantly as well.

Committee Members

I want to thank the following neighbors who have volun-
teered to serve as traffic committee members: Jan Ken-
nemer (jkennemer@aol.com), Terri Barker (tjbarkerus@
yahoo.com), Laurie Miller (laurie.miljazi@gmail.com), 
Brian Stotler (briansdc3@gmail.com), and Karl Veit 
(karlveit@verizon.net).

Feel free to discuss traffic concerns with any of them or con-
tact me directly at 703-920-4899 or mikekigin@gmail.com.

Traffic Committee Report
by Mike Kigin

More and more folks are signing up to receive 

the AHCA newsletter digitally. We’re up to 137 

households, which results in a significant drop in 

printing costs. If you’ve signed up for digital-only 

and continue to receive hardcopies, please con-

tact me at scotrhoff@verizon.net. 

If you want to go digital-only, you can contact me 

at any time to be added to the electronic delivery 

list. You’ll be notified by email when each edi-

tion is available online. Newsletter PDFs will be 

posted to the Alcova Heights blog site, http://

alcovaheights.com. You can also visit the site to 

see archives of previous newsletters, and if you 

fill out the short registration form, which is linked 

to on the About page, you can leave comments, 

post photos, share videos, etc.

NOTE: If you’re the kind of person who just likes 

to have a paper copy in their hands, that’s no 

problem. You’ll continue to receive hardcopy until 

you tell us otherwise. 

Finally, please be sure to patronize our advertis-

ers. They are great, locally owned neighborhood 

businesses, and their ads pay for newsletter 

printing costs and underwrite many other Alcova 

Heights functions.

Thanks.

-- Scot Hoffman, Editor

scotrhoff@verizon.net



ALCOVA HEIGHTS / September 2014

4

A Thank You to Block Party  
Volunteers
by Karen Osterloh

Thanks to everyone who came out to celebrate at the 2014 
Alcova Heights Summer Block Party on August 9 on 8th 
Street. Everyone I’ve talked to said attendance was an all-
time high this year. At least 150 neighbors, by my guess. 

The weather was perfect. The music by 
our three neighborhood bands was ter-
rific. The salads, sides, and desserts were 
delicious and plentiful. And the face 
painting and other activities kept our 
youngsters (and a few older folks) well-
entertained. 
So many people stepped forward to help 
that it is impossible to thank everyone. 
However, I want to specifically thank:

•      Jim Jacobs, 40 Miles Home, and Stealing Genius 
for providing the music (and Pat Kehs for doing the 
sound);

•      Carolyn Mauck for permitting us to use her front porch 
as a stage;

•      Joanne Burd for obtaining all of the permits and ar-
ranging for the fire truck and police to attend;

•      All of the grillers who labored over a hot grill for so 
many hours, including Tressa Wilson, Bahaa and Nag-
wen Karra, Joanne and Russ Burd, and others;

•      Anna Hagan, Sofia Abela, and Antonio Abela for pro-
viding very imaginative face painting;

•      John Merica for providing the water fun, and Gerald 
and Flora Pierce for allowing us to set the sprinklers in 
their yard;

•      Elena Alva for keeping a careful watch over the tables 
of salads, sides, and desserts;

•      Susi Lill, Scot Hoffman, and Rhea Dola for putting out 
that awesome flyer advertising the party;

•      Terri Barker, Mike Converse, and Karen Maples for 
donating their stores of paper plates and plastic forks 
when our supplies ran out;

•      The neighbors on 8th Street for their hospitality in 
hosting the event; and

•      Everyone else who volunteered to help out or to loan 
equipment for the festivities.

 Thank you all! Your help is what makes this neighborhood 
such a great place to live.
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2014 BLOCK PARTY

Above: Karen Osterloh, party 
planner extraordinaire
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by Lois Koontz  
In November’s election, voters will be asked to approve a Capital Im-
provement Plan (CIP) for Arlington Schools. Arlington Public Schools 
(APS) is contending with critical overcrowding that is worsening each 
year. This CIP would provide funding for a combination of building 
new schools, additions to existing schools, and renovations to add ca-
pacity to house students. One of the proposals included in the CIP is to 
build a new elementary school next to Thomas Jefferson Middle School.  

The Arlington County Board has created a working group to advise 
them on the question of siting a new school on the Thomas Jefferson 
site. I am the Alcova Heights representative to the group, and will com-
municate with you via the listserv and newsletter as discussions prog-
ress. You are also invited to attend any meetings of the group as well. 
The first meeting is at 8:30 p.m. on Saturday, September 20 at Thomas 
Jefferson Middle School.

The Board expects the working group to complete its evaluation within 
five months and reach either of two possible conclusions:

•      Alternative 1: Recommendation for siting a new school at a par-
ticular location within the Thomas Jefferson site. In this case, the 
working group would develop general conditions and design prin-
ciples to address both the site context and neighborhood context 
and to mitigate impacts on existing public areas and uses.

•      Alternative 2: Recommendation not to site a new school at Thomas 
Jefferson based on specific findings. The CIP states that should the 
Thomas Jefferson site not be selected, its second choice is to construct 
additions to two yet unspecified South Arlington elementary schools.

You can read more details about the working group at this web address: 
http://news.arlingtonva.us/releases/thomas-jefferson-site-evaluation-
working-group-to-meet

I also recommend taking a look at some of the design concepts for the 
TJ site found here:  http://www.apsva.us/cms/lib2/VA01000586/Centric-
ity/Domain/110/061014%20CIP_study_Thomas_Jefferson_site1.pdf

Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have comments or questions.

Lois Koontz
ltkk@hotmail.com
703-746-0446

Schools Update:  
Working group to evaluate APS capital  
improvement plan

CONCEPT “A”

CONCEPT “B”

CONCEPT “C”

CONCEPT “D”
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Announcements & Milestones
Norman Vidangos (age 38) passed away on July 22. 
Norman grew up in Alcova Heights and was the son of 
Gladys Vidangos and the late Alfonso Vidangos. Gladys is 
a 30-year resident of Alcova Heights. Norman’s sister, Mari-
etta Vidangos Bradberry, also grew up in Alcova Heights.
 
Friend and neighbor Kathleen (Kate) Daugherty passed 
away after a courageous seven-year battle with cancer. 
Kate and her husband, John, moved into Alcova Heights  
38 years ago when they bought their home on South 
Quincy Street. Prior to that they lived in Douglas Park 
and Arlington Village. Kate was also well known in the 
Randolph Elementary School community. She taught at 
Randolph for many years and was highly thought of by 
parents and students alike.

Serving All Northern VA 24/7 

100% Satisfaction Guaranteed  

Residential & Commercial Work 

Master Licensed, Bonded & Insured 

Guaranteed Service Within 24 Hours 

Free Phone Estimates & Advice 

Calls Always Answered By A Live  

Representative

921 N. JACKSON ST. ARLINGTON, VA 22201 

 

(Offers cannot be combined. Exp. 12/ 2013) 

PLEASE SUPPORT YOUR 
CIVIC ASSOCIATION

AHCA dues are $10 per household. Please send your 
dues to: AHCA, c/o Mark Cole, Treasurer,  
815 S. Oakland St., Arlington, Va. 22204

Name ______________________________________

Address _____________________________________

Phone _______________________________________

E-mail ______________________________________
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Remodels That Payoff 
   Which home upgrades resonate 
most with buyers? Realtors in 101 
markets across the country judge the 
effects of 35 home improvement 
projects on sales prices in Remodeling 
magazine's annual Cost vs. Value 
Report (www.costvsvalue.com) 
   This year's report showed exterior 
updates and improvement projects 
really pay off, winning the buyers’ eye 
and providing sellers with the most 
return on investment. This is the 
second year in a row that all of the 
projects in the report saw more home 
improvement dollars recouped upon a 
home’s resale than the previous year.  
   The numbers vary dramatically in 
regions of the country.  Washington 
DC naturally had higher cost-value 
ratios than the national average. 
 
Here are the 2014 National Averages. 
     Top 5 Midrange Projects  
1. Entry Door Replacement (steel)    
Job Cost: $1,162, Resale Value: 
$1,122 Cost Recouped: 96.6%  
 
 
 
 
 

2. Deck Addition (wood) Job Cost: 
$9,539, Resale Value: $8,334 
Cost Recouped: 87.4% 
3. Attic Bedroom Job Cost: $49,438 
Resale Value: $41,656   
Cost Recouped: 84.3% 
4. Garage Door Replacement 
Job Cost: $1,534, Resale Value: 
$1,283 Cost Recouped: 83.7% 
5. Minor Kitchen Remodel Job Cost: 
$18,856, Resale Value: $15,585 
Cost Recouped: 82.7% 
 
For the Washington DC area here are 
some popular projects: Minor Kitchen 
Remodel Job Cost: $18,689, Resale 
Value $18,674, Cost Recouped 99.9% 
Bath Remodel Job Cost: $15,942,  
Resale Value $15,702; Cost Recouped 
98.5%.  Basement Remodel Job   
Cost: $62,254, Resale Value $56,494 
Cost Recouped 90.7% 
 
Results at resale will depend upon congruity of 
other upgrades along, neighborhood & market 
trends. As your neighborhood real estate 
consultant I can help you & those you care  
about with real estate buying & selling needs. 
	  

  

 

 
Casey O'Neal 

Associate Broker 
703-217-9090 

casey@caseyoneal.com 
RE/MAX Allegiance 

www.caseyoneal.com 
 

FREE Notary Service 
for Alcova Residents! 

 
Before you place your 
home on the market - 

I can help you be as 
ready as possible.  

Contact me for a 
Room by Room 

Review and I can share 
quick and easy tips to 

maximize your home’s 
appeal to the market. 

Alcova Heights Citizens Association

President: Sara Uzel
suzel@techtrendsgrp.com 
703-628-2369
 
Vice President: Kelly Holly
kellyholly@me.com 
 
Treasurer: Mark Cole
mcole@usatoday.com 
 
Secretary: David Saltiel
dhsaltiel@gmail.com 
 
Two-year Delegate:
Bill Rapp 
billrapp@mac.com 
 
Two-year Delegate:
T.J. Ball 
vtball007@hotmail.com 
 

One-year Delegate: 
Karen Osterloh 
osterloh.karen@gmail.com 
 
ACCP Representatives
Marie Van Ness: mjvness@aol.com 
Karl Veit: karlveit@verizon.net 
Mitzi Williams: mwilliams@sysplan.com 
 
NCAC Representative:  
VACANT 
 
Newsletter Editor: Scot Hoffman
scotrhoff@verizon.net 
703-979-1756
 
Newsletter Layout: Susi Lill
susilill@gmail.com 
 
Circulation: Rhea Dola
sdola@msn.com 

 
Webmaster: Koset Surakomol
koset@surakomol.com 
 
Listserv Manager: Mike Rhode
mrhode@gmail.com 
 
Traffic: Mike Kigin
mikekigin@gmail.com 
703-920-4899


