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SPECIAL MEETING OF THE ALCOVA HEIGHTS CITIZENS 
ASSOCIATION ON JANUARY 7 

There will be a special meeting of the Alcova Heights 
Citizens Association on Tuesday, January 7. The 
meeting will begin at 7:30 pm and will be held at 
Arlington Baptist Church (81

h and Monroe Streets). Two 
important presentations will be made. Tim Lynch from 

Date: Tuesday, 7 January 2003 

Time: 7:30pm 

Where: Arlington Baptist Church 
(S. 8th & S. Monroe St.) 

CPRO will present the draft Form·Based Code which 
will be used to guide all future development on the 
Pike. In addition, representatives from National Capital 
Land Company will present their plans for a townhouse 
project along Columbia Pike between Quincy and 
Randolph Streets. Please come out and hear about 
these important issues that will affect Alcova Heights! 

Agenda: 

© CPRO Presentation on Columbia Pike Form·Based 
Code 

© Presentation on Development of Zetlin Property on 
Columbia Pike 

UPDATE ON THE COLUMBIA PIKE REVITALIZATION PLAN 
Development of the Columbia Pike Revitalization Plan Is 
continuing. The primary component of the Plan, the Form
Based Code is now being reviewed by County Staff and 
will go to the County Board on February 8 for approval. 
Once in place, it will be used to guide future development 
along the Pike. Tim Lynch, the director of CPRO, will 
attend our January 7 meeting to make a presentation and 
read a discussion about the Code. We will also act on a 
proposal to endorse the Code. 

The Code can be found on the County Website. Every 
should look at it to understand what it says and does. It 
should lead to great things on the Pike, but it's a radical 
departure from the way development has traditionally 
occurred in Arlington. 

The original plan had been for the County Board to act on 
the Code at a meeting on December 17. That was put off, 
because it needed more review. However, the Board did 
take several actions on December 17 that are critical for 
implementing the Code. None of these measures sound 
all that important, but by approving them, the County 
Board demonstrated a significant commitment to move 
forward with the plans for the Pike. 

The Board unanimously approved amendments to the 
General Land Use Plan that created three new 
Revitalization Districts on Columbia Pike - at the George 
Mason and Four Mile Run intersections (the Village 
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Center and Neighborhood Center) and at the 
Arlington/Fairfax County line (the Western Gateway). 

The Board also unanimously approved amendments to 
the County Master Transportation Plan that will add 
sections of S. 11th St., S. 9th Rd .. , S. Cleveland and S. 
Irving Streets in the Town Center area. These changes 
are designed to improve traffic flow. The Board also 
approved the creation of a Tax Increment Public 
Infrastructure Fund (TIPIF)" for Columbia Pike that is 
designed to generate funding that can be used to 
provide financial assistance to development projects that 
meet qualifying criteria: 

The Board also approved a request to advertise a public 
hearing on a rezoning for the Capstone Mixed-use 
Townhouse development on the site bounded by S. 
Edgewood St., S. Walter Reed Dr. and a new section of 
S. 11th St. If approved this project will break ground in 
March. It will also be the first project along Columbia 
Pike to go forward since the Pike Planning process 
began. 

NEWS AND VIEWS 

Visit our website at: www.alcovaheights.org and join our 
Yahoo Association at 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Alcova Heights/ for the 

latest information on the association. 
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TOWNHOUSES PROPOSED FOR COLUMBIA 
PIKE BETWEEN QUINCY AND RANDOLPH 

STREETS 

The property along the north side of Columbia Pike 
that runs from Quincy Street to Randolph Street has been 
sold to a developer who plans to build townhouses on the 
site. Under the current proposal, the developer, National 
Capital Land Company, would build 20 townhouses that 
will front on Columbia Pike and Randolph Street. Prices 
are expected to be in the $350,000 - $400,000 range. 

Fortunately, the timing couldn't be better for Alcova 
Heights. With the ongoing planning efforts for Columbia 
Pike, a rot of attention has been focused on the Pike. The 
County Board is not likely to approve any project that 
doesn't conform with the vision for the Pike. In addition, 
the new Form-Based Code will be used to guide the 
design of the project and should ensure that the design is 
of high quality. 

Most importantly, the site must be re-zoned if this 
project is to move forward. Consequently the developer 
must work with the community if he has any hope of 
getting the new zoning. A group of Alcova Heights 
residents, along with representatives from CPRO, Douglas 
Park and Barcroft, have already begun meeting with the 
developer. The group has decided that the best approach 
is to work with the developer in order to get a project that 
will be an asset to Alcova Heights and the larger Columbia 
Pike community. So far, the group ·is generally pleased 
with the direction that things are going, but there's a long 
way to go. 

If you want to learn more, please come out to the 
January 7 Association meeting to see a presentation by 
National Capital Land Company. If you have any 
questions, please contact Larry Yungk (703-521-7752) or 
Lander Allin (703-553-9286). 

NEW ELEMENTARY SCHOOL BOUNDARIES 
PROPOSED 

On 12 December 2002, Dr. Robert Smith, Superintendent 
of Arlington Public Schools, forwarded a recommendation to 
the Arlington County School Board to redraw the elementary 
school boundaries in South Arlington. The new boundaries 
are intended to relieve overcrowding at a number of schools. 

Under Dr. Smith's recommendation, students in Alcova 
Heights would not be affected and would continue to go to 
Barcroft Elementary. Some Barcroft students will be moved 
to Abingdon Elementary in order to relieve overcrowding at 
Barcroft. Those students live in an area on the south side of 
Columbia Pike. The School Board is expected to make its 
decision by March. 

Dr. Smith's recommendation was based on the 
recommendation he received from the Boundary 
Development and Program Planning Committee which was 
set up to develop and evaluate options for redrawing the 
school boundaries. The Committee was made up 
representatives from Abingdon, Barcroft, Campbell, Carlin 
Springs, Claremont, Drew, Henry, Hoffman-Boston, Key, 
Oakridge, Science Focus, and Randolph elementary schools. 
The Committee met from February through November to 
study and analyze different boundary scenarios and to 
consider community input. Many thanks to Alcova Heights 
residents Sara Uzel and Denise Noland, who represented 
Barcroft, for all the hours they spent attending and preparing 
for these meetings. 

To view a color map of the proposed boundaries, as well 
as the entire text of the Superintendents recommendation, 
please go to: 

http://www.arlington.k12.va.us/curr inst/bound devel/downlo 
ads/bdpprecsupt121902.pdf 

NEW SCHOOL CALENDAR FOR BARCROFT ELEMENTARY 

On October 10, the Arlington County School Board approved a plan that will change the school calendar for Barcroft 
Elementary School effective with the 2003-2004 school year. Instead of the traditional school calendar, (Sept.-June), the 
new calendar will have a much shorter summer break (only 5 weeks instead of 10) and school will begin in early August. 
However, there will be lengthy breaks at the end of each 9-week grading period in the fall, winter and spring. During these 
breaks, students will have the option of attending optional "intersessions" that will provide fun, hands-on, low-stress 
schooling. 

The new calendar with its regular breaks during the school year is intended to lessen "burn-out" for teachers and 
students. The shorter summer break will prevent students from losing so much ground in the summer and will reduce the 
amount of time devoted each fall to re-learning what was forgotten over the summer. Many schools across the country 
have adopted the modified school calendar with great success. 

A great deal of work still remains to be done to make the new calendar a reality. A web site has been set up to keep 
folks up to date on the modified school year calendar process. The site has announcements, downloads of draft calendars, 
information on timelines, etc. There's also a discussion board. The pages are on the school system's Blackboard e
learning site. To access the site, go to http://blackboard.ar1ington.k12.va.us and click "login." When you are asked for a 
user name, type MSY. The password is "msy" (case sensitive). You'll see some options. Under "my courses" click on the 
Barcroft Modified School Year Calendar link and go from there. 

If you have questions, please call Mrs. Hughey-Guy, Principal Barcroft Elementary School, at school (703) 228-5838 or 
contact her via e-mail Mguy@arlington.k12.va.edu 
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