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Night Out Ice Cream Social Planned 

Bring you bib and appetite to the p1ayground side of Alcova Heights Park Tuesday, 
August 3, 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. to join your neighbors in friendly chat and the unrestrained 
consumption of ice cream. Some of the folks from Doug]as Park and Barcroft will be 
joining us. Some other very special visitors will be joining us to ce]ebrate Arlington 
County's Night Out. 

Getting the Scoop 

Here's a scoop of a different kind: do you Yahoo? Alcova Heights has a yahoo site on 
which messages of importance to the Association are posted regularly, as are messages 
that are not important but very helpful, as are messages that are probably not very helpful 
but interesting. So, how does one become a part of this electronic buHetin board? Very 

simple: Send a blank e-mail to Alcova Heights-subscribe(a).yahoogroups.com; 
go to http://grooups.yaboo.com.group/Alcova Heights and follow the 
instructions for signing up; or send a message to list owner Mike Rhode at 

mrrhode(@.hotmail.com with the subject line "Alcova Heights Signup." We 
suppose Microsoft Word thinks it is smarter than hooman beans and insists on bold
facing and underlining the string in the e-mail addresses. Where Microsoft Word is NOT 
so dam smart is ignoring the fact that th~re is an underline between A1cova and Heights 
in the address (shift, dash on your little keyboard). 

Notices of upcoming meetings, solicitation of opinion, exchange of information, stuff for 
sale, stuff for free, recommendations for repairpersons and contractors and pet sitters, etc. 
- it's all there at one time or another, or ifit isn't just ask. 

One thing, though, and your president is the guiltiest (is that really a word? Or 
should it be like 'pregnant' you either are or you aren't) perp: to reply to an 
INDIVIDUAL who has sent an e-mail to Alcova_Heights, right cJick on the 
INDIVIDUAL'S NAME and then click on "Send Mail." This will send your reply to 
TBA T INDIVIDUAL and not to the world of Alcova_Heights. 

Traffic Calming Projects 

Earlier this month, the Arlington County Traffic Calming Committee determined that 6th 
Street South and South Quincy have been approved for traffic calming measures, albeit 
the options for both are somewhat limited. Sixth St. South was approved for 'expedited' 
traffic calming which means that speed humps could be installed simply by a vote of the 
residents of 6 Street South, and would not have to go back through the committee. 
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Sara Uzel is exploring the possibility of circulating the petitions and having speed humps 
insta11ed. 

South Quincy is somewhat more problematic, in that it is not eligible for speed humps, 
and may be e1igible for a traffic circle, but there uncertainty as to whether residents will 
support that. We wiJl be discussing this at our upcoming meetings (see related story). 

Meanwhile, the County is contemplating the insta11ation of two speed humps on 8th Street 
South between S. Quincy and Glebe. Other calming measures in the vicinity of Alcova 
Heights Park are being negotiated. Additionally, South Monroe Street was approved for 
traffic calming with the instalJation of speed humps and switching the stop sign at 9th 
Street South from Monroe to 9th Street. The Alcova Heights Traffic Committee has 
requested 'stop' stripes as well, not only at 9th and Monroe, but also at other strategic 
intersections within the community. 

Other Projects in the Works 

Small Parks Grant 
Through the leadership of Susan DuBois, Alcova Heights has applied for a small parks 
grant for the installation of an information kiosk, benches and tables in the vicinity of the 
vol1eyball court on 8th Street South. In lieu of a money donation to support the project, 
we have pledged 'sweat equity,' and will be seeking volunteers to assist in this project. 
SmaJl park grants can go up to $12,000 

7'1' Street Sidewalk, Curb and Gutter 
As promised, here is the status of our project. At the spring Neighborhood Conservation 
Advisory Committee (NCAC) funding round, there were 24 qualified projects awaiting 
approval Our project was ranked 21st. Ten of the 24 projects were funded. Ours was 
not. 

The sidewalk committee under the leadership of Karla Hagan met in mid- July to 
formulate strategies to move our project up on the priority list. The next funding round is 
)ate in September with new bond monies becoming available. The project would also 
include streetscaping/beautification and the installation of street Hghting (already 
approved for funding) would be coordinated into the project. 

I remain optimistic that additional funding can be obtained (other than NC funds) to 
move our project up on the priority list and get it funded as soon as possible. 

The NCAC had a number of new NC participating communities that, because of their 
being new to the program, derived more points in the ranking system than the 7'11 Street 
project. Of course, all NCAC funding is contingent upon the approval of a November 
bond referendum, which we will be discussing at our September meeting (see related 
story). 
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We also have anothe1J.roject in the queue for NCAC funding, a street-lighting project for 
1st Road S., 2nd and 3 Sts. S. Initial staff estimates contemplate 13 street lights at a cost 
of$72,000. This will be considered in the next funding cycle, as petitions with the 
requisite 60 percent support were delivered to County staff in early July. Cliff Ankaitis is 
honchoing this project. 

Meeting Schedule for AHCA 

The Executive Committee has approved a tentative calendar for the Association through 
June 2004. Unless otherwise indicated, ARCA meetings are held in the Community 
Room of the ArJington Baptist Church. We ask individuals attending meetings to bring a 
donation for the ABC Food Bank. Non-perishables like canned goods, cereals, unopened 
flours, cake mixes, etc., are welcomed. 

All of this is subject to change, and, of course, any business items that the Association 
should deal with may be brought to the meeting, preferably to the president a couple 
weeks in advance so that the meeting agenda includes those items. 

August 3 - Night Out - Jee Cream Social - Alcova Heights Park - 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. 

August 5 - School Starts at Barcroft Elementary School Starts (It has been suggested 
that Ms. Hughey-Guy, the principal, be asked to speak at one of our meetings to address 
any concerns with the modified school calendar.) 

September 21- 6:00 potluck supper; 7:00 program-
Arlington County Neighborhood Parking Plan 
Arlington County Bond Referendum for November 2004 

No Meeting in October, but watch for information on our Yahoo site and in subsequent 
newsletters about Alcova Heights' world famous Halloween Parade, which culminates 
in a gathering in Alcova Heights Park with cupcakes and drinks with the neighborhood 
goblins and ghosts. 

November 16- 6:00 potluck supper; 7:00 program 
Conflict Resolution 
Election of AHCA Officers 

No meeting in December 

January 25, 2005 - 6:00 potluck supper, 7:00 p.m. program 
Tutorial on Preparing Lawns/Gardens for Spring/Summer 
Dues Collection for 2005 

February 22, 2005-6:00 p.m. (International) potluck supper; 7:00 program 
Discussion of Alcova Heights Neighborhood Conservation Plan 
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March 22, 2005-6:00 p.m. potluck supper; 7:00 program 
Program suggestion - Get Ready for Spring with a Professional Organizer! 

No meeting in April: just pay yer taxes. 

May 7, 2005 (tentative)- Second Annual Neighborhood Picnic-Alcova Heights Park-
11 :30 - 2:00 p.m. - games, food, face painting, gossip, etc. 

June 12, 2005-Second Annual AHCA House and Garden Tour (Think about 
volunteering to show off your house and/or garden - see related story.) 

June 21, 2005 - Desserts at 6:30; 7:00 p.m. program 
Program Suggestions - Open 

Newsletter distribution will occur 10 days in advance of each meeting; signs saying 
"Alcova Heights Meeting Tuesday" will be displayed beginning the Saturday prior to 
each meeting; notice on the Yahoo site two weeks in advance and a reminder one week in 
advance. The schedule will be carried in each newsletter, as weJI, and will be part of the 
notice on Yahoo, and we will attempt to have the schedule of events on the Alcova 
Heights website. Babysitting wiJI be available at each meeting. 

Wendy's Take Out Speaker 

We continue to seek a way to buffer residents of the southeast corner of the Alcova 
Heights from the Wendy's take out speaker. County Board Chair Barbara Favola asked 
staff to examine the problem. Staff measured the noise levels and concluded that since 
the volume of the speaker did not exceed that of the existing ambient noise, there was no 
way to ask them to reduce the volume. Your president wrote back asking that those same 
tests be performed at night, when ambient noise is much lower. Ms. Favola, through a 
clerk to the county board, will ask staff to do this. Stay tuned. 

Wake Up and Smell the . .. Bakery/ 

The Pan American Bakery will be opening ·muy pronto,' and you will want to be first in 
line for breads and pastries- if you don't get trampled by your president first--and a little 
shot of neighborhood friendliness. The bakery is located in the small strip mall between 
S. Stafford and the Shell Station on the Pike. Designed by our own Vice President, Ellie 
Merica! 

Rezoning at Arlington Bou/e,,ard and George Mason Drive 

Boulevard Townes LLC's application to construct 15 town homes on land currently 
occupied by a vacant single family home and the Masonic Hall has been changed to 
propose instead that 8 town homes be built on the site of the single family home, 
including two affordable housing units. 
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The site plan was reviewed for a second time by the Site Plan Review Committee July 
22. Your president indicated that while the initial sentiment of the Executive Committee 
was to oppose the application because it does not comply with our Neighborhood 
Conservation Plan, for the time being we would neither oppose nor support. The 
Committee was told several times, however, that we would not want any development in 
that quadrant to become a precedent for other rezonings in AJcova Heights. 

The Committee was mixed in its approach to the site. Several members thought the site 
could support a higher density, which could increase the yield of affordable housing, 
whiJe others felt that even the 8 town homes were stretching capacity a bit. Staff had 
pushed for a lower density. 

The Committee will meet again with the developer to discuss the property again before it 
goes to the County Zoning Committee. The president met with the developer after the 
meeting and invited him to meet, again, with representatives of AJcova Heights. It may 
not be a bad idea to invite Mr. Moyer to attend one of our Association meetings to 
discuss his plan. Current plans call for an entry on the service road parallel to Route 50, 
with only a right-hand tum exit onto that same service road. 

A/co,,a RmP Demolition to Begin Soon 

Neighbors adjacent to Alcova Row, the 22 Centex town homes should be receiving notice 
within the next couple weeks that demolition,oftwo structures on the site will begin. The 
firm taking down the buildings, lcor, is required to notify adjacent neighbors before 
demolition can begin. Final permits were expected to be in place before the end of July, 
with demolition to begin within a couple weeks. Construction of retaining walJs and 
other infrastructure would begin soon after that. 

Alcm,a Heights Signs 

You wilJ recall that we discussed green foliage with white lettering on our Alcova 
Heights signs, as opposed to the blue foliage on the sign at Quincy and the Pike. Okay, 
the sign at the entrance to 71h Street S. off Glebe wilJ undergo a transformation in the very 
near future. Your job: look at the blue, look at the green, make your choice and either 
bring it or send a proxy to our September meeting. 

Left Turn Lane Update 

Everything should be finished by the end of August! According to the most recent report 
from Michelle Ferguson, the Assistant County Manager who is the project overseer, the 
contractor has completed most of the work along the Pike (east and west ofGlebe) and 
along Glebe (south of the Pike), excluding the planting of street trees and final wiring and 
insta11ation of streetlights. Work is "progressing steadily" on the last block face of South 
Glebe north of the Pike. The underground conduit for the traffic signal communication 
cable and power and street light power is complete and the County's subcontractor is 
installing the new signal mast arm poles and hardware on the remaining three comers of 
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the intersection. Outstanding significant work remaining includes the new medians in 
Columbia Pike and South Glebe Road, final paving and street tree planting. As of July 
20, construction is "about 50 percent complete." 

What's Goi11g on at die Salvation Army? 
You've seen the big construction company sign in front of the Salvation Army at 5th and 
Glebe, and have no doubt wondered, "What are they gonna do there?" We, too, 
wondered. Here's the scoop, straight from Major John Rhemick, the commander at the 
Glebe community center outpost. Essentially what is happening is a lot ofintemal 
renovation, including dealing with some water leakage problems in the basement and 
some updating and modernization in other parts of the facility. Major Rhemick said that 
a small 12 x 12 office is being added close by his current office, and that a bedroom is 
being added to the apartment at the rear of the building. The bedroom is occupied by an 
individual who provides security for the building and grounds. 

Major Rhemick and his wife, Major Patricia Rhemick, who have been here for only a 
month, will be commandants of the facility through October, when they will retire, John 
after 35 years' service with the Salvation Army. Your president invited the Rhemicks to 
attend any or all of our meetings, and Major Rhemick, upon hearing that we have an 
active community association, proffered use of the facility for meetings or other events. 

Flea Market August 14 
There wiU be a flea market August 14 in the Salvation Army parking lot. Look for hours 
in the local papers. However, if you wish to rent a table, please call Major Rhemick 
(either one) at the community center, 703.979.3380. 

Alco1,a Heights Citizens Association 

Officers 
Bob Dawson, President, 3916 7'11 Street- 703.521.2521 (also newsletter editor) 
Anne (Ellie) Merica, Vice President, 3908 9th Street- 703.979.5909 
Jerry Gideon, Secretary, 820 S.Glebe - 703.979.8507 
Cynthia Behn, Treasurer, 3916 7th Street- 703.521.2521 
Traffic Committee Co Chairs - Maria Abarca, 3832 9th Street-703.979.3972 and 

Mike McMahon, 3519 7th Street- 703.979.9321 
Baby Sitting Cooperative - Suzanne Manlove, 3414 gth Street- 703.892.1362 

Susan DuBois, 3525 81h Street-703.486.3684 
Karla Hagan, 3908 7th Street- 703.979.1959 

Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee Representative 
Maura McMahon, 3519 i11' Street- 703.979.9321 

House & Garden Tour Coordinator- Sara Uze~ 3709 61h Street- 703.979.2517 

Voluntary dues are $10 per family per year, collected in January. All residents of Alcova 
Heights are welcome to attend all meetings and events of the Association, whether dues
paying or not 
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