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C-it.ize·ms)' -Ass·.e-.t.~i·atio-n F~oc:us·es on 
Trra·ffic iCam·e.erns 

During the past two years, many 
residents have expressed concerns 
about the volwne and speed of 
traffic m our neighborhood. Our 
location between busy 
thoroughfares, and especially the 
inability to make left turns at 
Columbia Pike and Glebe Rd. bring 
substantial cut-through traffic 
through our streets. To make 
matters worse, drivers take 
advantage of long stretches of 7th, 
8th, and 9th Streets with no stop 
sign and wide lanes to speed 
dangerously through our residential 
neighborhood. At our spring 
Association meeting, the Traffic 
Committee decided enough was 
enough, and they have galvanized to 
solve our traffic problem. 

COUNTY OFFERS FEW 
OPTIONS FOR CONTROLLING 
TRAFFIC 

The Traffic Committee contacted 
the division of the Public Works 
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Department that offers advice to ' 
community associations regarding 
traffic related concerns. Initially, 
the Traffic Committee inquired 
about the possibility of four-way 
stop signs as a way of slowing 
traffic. The Public Works 
Department conducted a thorough 
survey of all the neighborhood 
intersections and concluded that 
with one exception , no intersections 
in Alcova Heights met the strict 
requirements for installing four
way signs. (The intersection being 
considered for a four-way stop sign 
is at Quincy and 8th St. A decision 
by the County is expected in the 
fall.) 

The only option the County offered 
for slowing down traffic was traffic 
circles. In recent years, the County 
has been encouraging the 
installation of traffic circles in 
various Arlington neighborhoods. 
There arc currently 19 traffic circles 
in the County. The County 
advocates circles as an effective 
means of reducing speed and 
volume of traffic on residential 
streets, while not causing an 
increase in accidents. 

After surveying the neighborhood's 

streets, the County found that seven 
intersections were good candidates 
for traffic circles. 

TRAFFIC COMMITTEE 
RESEARCHES CIRCLES, 
BEGINS PETITION PROCESS, 
AND FINDS OVERWHELMING 
SUPPORT 

In June, the Traffic Committee 
began researching the effectiveness 
and impact of traffic circles that 
already exist in other Arlington 
neighborhoods. We spoke with 
residents who live near traffic 
circles and with civic associations 
who had already had traffic circles 
installed. We learned that many 
other neighborhoods had also 
sought four~way stops and were 
rejected by the County. However, 
they were generally pleased with the 
traffic circle alternative, and most 
noted that there was a decrease in 
speeding and in some cases in the 
volume of traffic in their 
neighborhood. They did not cite 
any major problems caused by 
ttaffic circles. 

The County's process for obtaining 
traffic circles is multi-staged. The 
first step requires that the residents 
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on the affected blocks be asked if 
they support the installation of a 
traffic circle on a temporary six
month basis. Sixty percent of the 
homes must agree to a temporary 
circle. Next, the Civic Association 
as a whole must agree to the 
installation of the traffic circles at 
an association meeting. The county 
will then install temporary circles at 
the approved sites for a six month 
period. In that rime, the residents 
can asses whether the circles are 
effective in reducing speed. 

After six months the residents must 
take another vote at an association 
meeting on whether to make the 
circles permanent. If agreed to, the 
County will then install permanent 
circles with shrubbely and flowers. 
Committe members noted from 
surveys of other neighborhoods that 
the permanent, landscaped circles 
are much more attractive than the 
temporary ones. 

The Traffic Committee divided into 
teams and began asking residents 
their opinions on traffic circles and 
requesting that they indicate on a 
petition whether they support or 
oppose a traffic circle. As required 
by the County, only residents who 
live within one block of a proposed 
circle were asked to sign a petition 
either supporting or opposing the 
circle. Each house was visited at 
least 3 times. Although the vast 
majority of affected residents did 
sign the petitions, a small 
percentage were not reached. 
Below are the results of the 
petitioning process. 

7th and Monroe-26 For, 0 Against 

7th and Oakland- 36 For, 0 Against 
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8th and Monroe- 36 For, 2 Against [ CP,RO Sponsors 
8th and Oakland- 37 For, 8 Against I Ya rd Sale 
9th and J.,incoln- 21 For, O Against 

9th and Monroe- 24 For, 0 Against 

9th and Oakland- 29 For, 3 Against 

ASSOCIATION MEETING TO 
DISCUSS AND VOTE ON 
TEMPORARY CIRCLES 

There will be an association 
meeting on Tuesday, September 
17th at 7:30 PM at the Baptist 
Church at 7th and Monroe Street 
( enter on the side on Monroe 
Street). At the meeting, members of 
the Traffic Committee will review 
with residents their findings, 
residents will have time to discuss 
the proposals and ask questions, and 
the association will vote in support 1 

of or in opposition to the temporary 
traffic circles. If circles are 
installed, there will be another 
meeting after six months to vote on 
whether or not to make them 
permanent. 

The Columbia Pike Revitalu.ation 
Organization (CPRO) is sponsoring 
a community yard sale for all 
households in the 22204 Zip Code 
on Saturday, September 28th. 
CPRO will compile a list of 
participants and publish a map and 
guide to the sales. The guide will be 
available at the Columbia Pike 
Library and from CPRO 's office. If 
you want to bold a yard sale on that I 
day and be included on CPRO's ' 
map, contact their office at 892- I 

2776. 

Association 
Meeting on 
Tuesday, Sept. 
17th at 7:30 pm 

All residents are encouraged to 
attend the meeting on Tuesday, 
September 17th. 

Please come to the next Alcova 
Heights Citizens' Association 

I meeting at the Baptist Church on 
Monroe between 7th and 8th St 
We will discuss important traffic 
concerns and vote on the proposed 

I traffic circles. We hope to sec you 
there. 


